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Feds launch appeal over Oberlander ruling 


Ontario judge stays deportation process, says ministers may have been in conflict 


By Marco Levytsky 

The federal government has 
launched an appeal over an Ontario 
judge’s decision that put deportation 
hearings against a Canadian of eth- 
nic German origin from Ukraine on 
hold. 

The appeal of a Jan. 7 ruling by 
Justice Robert Reilly of the Ontario 
Superior Court was announced on 
Jan. 12 by Jean-Pierre Morin, 
‘spokesman for Citizenship and Im- 
migration Canada. 

When asked why Citizenship and 
Immigration launched this appeal, 
a spokesperson for newly appointed 
Minister Judy Sgro told Ukrainian 
News it was inappropriate to com- 
ment on a case that was before the 
courts. 

The government had stripped Wa- 
terloo resident Helmut Oberlander 
of his citizenship during a secret 
meeting of a cabinet committee in 
2001 after a citizenship court found 


that “on a balance of probabilities” 
he lied about his wartime service 


upon entering Canada in 1954. 

In his 28-page ruling, Judge 
Reilly, of the Superior Court of Jus- 
tice, ordered deportation proceed- 
ings halted in order to hear a consti- 
tutional challenge launched by 
Oberlander, 79. 

But Ottawa contends the case 
rightly belongs to the Federal Court, 
which generally looks after citizen- 
ship. 

Eric Hafeman, Oberlander’s law- 
yer, told the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Record had been expecting Ottawa 
to appeal Reilly’s intervention. 

Judge Reilly put a stay on the de- 
portation process because enough 
serious issues were raised by 
Oberlander’s application to justify 
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a further court hearing. 

“Mr. Oberlander would be at risk 
of suffering irreparable harm if the 
inquiry were to continue before the 
issues raised by the application are 
dealt with,” he stated. 

Judge Reilly concluded that 
Oberlander had not been granted 
“fundamental justice” through the 
process by which his denaturaliza- 
tion was decided by a select cabinet 
committee, adding that former Jus- 
tice Minister Anne McLellan and 
former Citizenship Minister of 
Elinor Caplan may have been in 
conflict of interest if they presided 
as part of the “tribunal” that decided 
his fate. 

“At the risk of oversimplifying the 
issue, it appears that the Governor 
in Council in fact is the Cabinet or, 
more specifically, a committee of 
Cabinet, that in this case met as a 


tribunal to determine Mr. 
Oberlander’s fate, wrote Judge 
Reilly. 


“What actually went on before the 
Governor in Council remains largely 
unknown. ...Arguably of greater 
significance, no information is given 
with respect to which Ministers or 
how many Ministers constituted the 
tribunal. Indeed, the material pre- 
sented to me on the ‘threshold’ is- 
sue with respect to the application 
permits the inference that the Min- 
ister of Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion, and perhaps the Attorney Gen- 
eral of Canada as well, sat as mem- 
bers of the Governor in Council in 
deciding whether to revoke Mr. 
Oberlander’s citizenship. If these 
Ministers did indeed “preside” as 
part of the tribunal, as members of 
the Governor in Council deciding 
the issue, then they were involved 
in a clear conflict of interest. The 
court to date has been given no as- 
surances either way.” 

Reilly also agreed to hear 
Oberlander’s claim that he was a 
victim of malicious persecution. 

“Now they’re on trial,” said 
Hafeman of the federal government. 
“Tt’s a major victory.” 

According the National Post, 
Emst Friedel, of the German-Cana- 
dian Congress, praised Judge 
Reilly’s finding, saying, “We are 
pleased. It’s important to see that our 
justice system does work.” 

Andrew Telegdi, the Liberal 
Member of Parliament for 


Kitchener-Waterloo, said the ruling 
supports his position that the courts, 
not politicians, should revoke citi- 
zenship. 

“Tm really glad that the judge has 
raised concerns. You cannot have 


people’s liberties determined by 
politicians because they’re going to 
make political decisions.” 

Diane Ablonczy, citizenship critic 
for the Conservative Party, agreed 
citizenship decisions are best left to 
the courts rather than politicians 
meeting in secret. 


DFAIT proposes to 
remove Canadian 


Trade Commissioner 


от 


Kyiv 


See page 3 


The process of Denaturalization 
and Deportation of “alleged Nazi 
war criminals” was begun by the 
government in 1995 under a pledge 
not to proceed unless there is evi- 
dence of individual war crimes. 

However, in none of the case the 
government has brought forward 


has any evidence of individual war 
crimes ever been found and in some 
cases the respondents have not even 
been charged with any individual 
маг crimes. й 

Instead they have been charged 
with failing to disclose information 


Cont. on Page 3 
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Water blessed at its source 


Father Joe Tyrkalo from Vegreville blesses the water on Lac Beauvert (which eventually ends up in the Atlantic 
Ocean) in Jasper National Park during the Feast of Jordan Service, which concluded the Eighth Annual Malanka 
of the Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble. Over 500 attended the three-day event in the Rocky Mountains. For 


more see page І of this issue. 


Кучма спростовує чутки про свою смерть 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- -Пре-- 
зидент України Леонід Кучма 17-го січня повер- 
нувся на батьківщину з Німеччини, завершивши 
короткий курс реабілітації після операції. 

Під час перебування на відпочинку Кучма "зус- 
трівся з низкою офіційних осіб", повідомили агент-- 
ству "Інтерфакс-Україна" у прес-службі глави дер-- 
жави. 

У ході зустрічей обговорювалися, зокрема, пи- 
тання, які стосуються майбутніх українсько-ні- 
мецьких консультацій на найвищому рівні, які 
повинні відбутися в лютому. 

"Кучма дякує господарям за гостинність", - 
сказали в прес-службі. 


В інтерв'ю "Інтерфакс-Україна" сам Кучма відзна- 
чив, що його перебування в Німеччині "не затьма- 
рили чутки про трагічні невдачі в лікуванні". 

Коментуючи ці чутки, президент сказав, що CTa— 
виться до цього "по-філософськи і з належним 
гумором". 

Як повідомлялося, Кучма відбув до Баден-Бадену 
(Німеччина) 26 грудня 2003 року, де продовжив 
реабілітаційний курс після перенесеної операції. 17 
листопада йому було зроблене розсічення фіброзних 
спайок очеревини. Раніше медики поставили Кучмі 
діагноз "гостра тонкокишкова непрохідність на тлі 
спаєчної хвороби очеревини". Він був виписаний з 
лікарні 7 грудня. 


СБУ знайде автора чутки про смерть Кучми? 


(Львівська газета/Оглядач)- "Координатор парла- 
ментської більшості Степан Гавриш вважає, що по- 
ширення інформації про смерть президента України 
Леоніда Кучми є злочином, і цей факт необхідно все- 
бічно розслідувати. Народний депутат назвав таку 
інформацію, поширену певними політичними сила- 
ми, "блюзнірським ходом" і розцінив її спробу 
"посіяти невпевненість із метою збільшити тиск на 
Україну". 


Гавриш вважає, що СБУ має дати "відповідь на 
таку інформацію, назвавши інститути та людей, які 
за цим стоять". "Підпалювання чужої гідності має 
бути обов'язково покаране?, сказав він, додавши, що 
отримав чимало телефонних дзвінків щодо неправ- 
дивої інформації про смерть глави держави. Відпо- 
відаючи на запитання журналістів, хто може стояти 
за поширенням інформації про смерть президента, 
пан Гавриш сказав: "Антивладні політичні сили". 


Чи ви відновили Вашу передплату? 
Перевірте наліпку на газеті. Ваша передплата триватиме тільки 
до того часу який поданий внизу. 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


UCSS cordially invites you to 
ласкаво запрошуємо всю українську громаду до участі 


Appreciation Night - Banquet 
Вечір подяки - Бенкет 


in recognition of our benefactors, sponsors and volunteers 


February 07, 2004 


Ukrainian Youth Complex 9615 - 153 Ave. 
For further information and tickets please call 
UCSS office at 471-4477 
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Події у Мукачевому схвилювали 
українську громадськість 


Кучма звільнив вибраного мера та кинув спецназ на опозиціонерів 


Підготовив Марко Левицький 
З матеріялів від «Української правди», 
«УНПАНу», та «Німецької хвилі» 

Всеукраїнське громадське об'єднання "Україна в 
НАТО" висловлює категоричний протест "протиза-- 
конним діям правлячого режиму, на чолі з Адмініс-- 
трацією Президента України та окремими керівни-- 
kamu СДІТУ(О), пов'язаними із свідомо спланованою 
і здійсненною суспільно-політичною дестабіліза-- 
цією в м. Мукачевому з метою недопущення до вла-- 
ди законно обраного представника від опозиційної 
режимові політичної сили "Наша Україна". Про це 
йдеться в заяві ВГО "Україна в HATO”, переданій 
УНІАН. 

Автори заяви вимагають негайного скасування 
Указу Президента про заходи щодо забезпечення 
конституційних прав громадян та нормалізації жит-- 
тєдіяльності м. Мукачеве і виконання рішень суду 
щодо підтвердження законності обрання міським 
головою Мукачевого Василя Петьовки. 

ВГО "Україна в НАТО" закликає народних депу-- 
татів України заслухати на парламентських слухан-- 
ням ситуацію в м. Мукачевому i ухвалити відповідну 
постанову Верховної Ради України. 

Також члени організації звертаються до послів 
іноземних держав, акредитованих в Україні, міжна-- 
родних організацій та інституцій, довести до урядів 
своїх країн інформацію про ситуацію в м. Мука- 
чевому, та заслухати відповідну інформацію про 
ситуацію в м. Мукачевому на черговій сесії Парла-- 
ментської Асамблеї Ради Європи. 

"Події в місті Мукачеве Закарпатської області 
пов'язані із цинічно грубим порушенням керів- 
ництвом Адміністрації Президента України та oKpe— 
мими керівниками СДПУ(О) Конституції та законів 
України "Про місцеве самоврядування", "Про статус 
депутатів місцевих рад", "Про вибори місцевих рад 
та сільських, селищних, міських голів", Європей- 
ської хартії місцевого самоврядування", наголо- 
шується в заяві. 

"Вищою наругою над місцевим самоврядуванням" 
автори заяви вважають дії президентської адмініс- 
трації, на чолі з її главою Віктором Медведуком, 
котрі "всіма доступними їм засобами, з прямим 
перевищенням свого службового становища, деста- 
білізують суспільно-політичну ситуацію в місті, 
попередньо отримавши принизливу поразку їхнього 
кандидата Ернеста Нусера на виборах міського 
голови Мукачевого 2002 року, перемогу в якому 
отримав кандидат від блоку "Наша Україна" В. 
Петьовка". 


25 грудня Президент Леонід Кучма підписав указ, 
яким призначив виконуючим обов'язки мера 
Мукачева члена СДПУ(О) Мирослава Опачка. Од- 
нак у понеділок на сесії міськради цей указ було 
відхилено, як такий, що суперечить Конституції. В 
той же день відбувся мітинг на підтримку мера міста 
"нашоукраїнця" Петьовки. 

Петьовка переміг на виборах мера міста в липні 
2003 року. З того часу СДПУ(о), представник якої 
також брав участь у виборах, намагалася всіляко 
оскаржити це рішення через суди та Верховну Раду. 

29 грудня кілька тисяч мукачівців зібралися біля 
міської ратуші, щоб висловити свою підтримку 
чинному мерові Петьовці й опротестувати указ през- 
идента про призначення Опачка виконувачем 
обов'язків міського голови. 

До протестуючих мукачівців приєдналися депу- 
тати -"нашоукраїнці" з різних областей України. У 
своїх виступах вони припускали, що президент або 
взагалі не підписував жодного указу про виконання 
рішення Сихівського суду, а отже - про перевибори, 
або, підписуючи його, керувався недостовірною 
інформацією щодо ситуації в Мукачевому. Припу- 
щення підтверджували тим, що призначений прези- 
дентом виконувач обов'язків мера Опачко - член 
СДПУ(о) - партії, яка підтримувала на виборах 
опонента Василя Петьовки. Крім того, виступаючі 
наголошували на тому, що в указі не взято до уваги 
рішення Мукачівського суду, яким вибори, навпаки, 
визнано дійсними. Суперечливі рішення цих двох 
судів Верховний суд залишив без змін, а отже, 
стверджували мітингуючі, Петьовка - законний мер. 
Дві третини депутатів міськради 30 грудня вдруге 
підтвердили його повноваження. 

31 грудня зранку спецпідрозділи міліції "Беркут" 
i "Сокіл" в кількості понад сотні правоохоронців 
увірвались на територію мукачевської фірми "Бар- 
ва", яку до свого обрання на нинішню посаду очо- 
лював Петьовка. 

Не пред'явивши жодного документа, який надавав 
би право правоохоронцям проводити які-небудь дії, 
міліцейський спецназ заходився арештовувати всіх, 
кого застав на території фірми. Відтак кілька десят- 
ків чоловік було поміщено в мікроавтобуси 1 виве- 
зено з території приватного підприємства. За деяким 
даними, затриманих доставили в міський відділ 
міліції. 

Як повідомляє прес-служба Мукачівського Micb— 
кого голови, в ситуацію втрутились щоб з'ясовати 
у прокуратурі та місцевому суді, хто дав наказ на 
напад на фірму "Барва". 


У Мукачево з монастиря украли ікон на півмільйона 


(ЕогОта)- -Трабіжники на релігійне свято Xpe- 
щення обікрали найстаріший в Україні Святомико- 
лаївський жіночий монастир в Мукачево. 

Про це повідомили 20-го січня кор. ІТАР-ТАРС в 
центрі громадських зв'язків УВС Закарпатської 
області. 

Невідомі проникли в храм монастиря через вікно, 
виламавши стальні грати. З церкви зникли 3 найцін-- 
ніші ікони Божої Матері 18 століття в срібному 
окладі з позолотою. Один з образів був розшитий 
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Грищенком. 


ок 


перлами. За даними експертів, вартість їкон понад 
півмільйона гривень. 

За словами настоятеля храму отця Федора, ікони 
безцінні, а для монастиря втрата святинь - справжнє 
горе. Монашки вдень і вночі моляться за заблудлі 
душі і просять Бога надоумити грішників. 

Міліція, що порушила кримінальну справу, 
вважає, що ікони вкрали для приватної колекції і 
шансів їх знайти мало. Щоправда, вже є перші 
підозрювані. 


НАТО стурбована розвитком 
політичних подій в Україні 


(Deutsche Welle)—Kpainu НАТО стурбовані розвитком політичних 
подій в Україні, в тому числі ситуацією навколо мас-медіа. Про це 
заявив генеральний секретар альянсу Яап де Гооп Сгеффер після 
зустрічі з українським міністром закордонних справ Костянтином 


Держави НАТО з занепокоєнням стежать за внутрішньою ситуацією 
в Україні, зазначив керівник альянсу. "Я сказав пану Грищенку, що 
НАТО непокоїть розвиток подій навколо засобів масової інформації. 
Я сказав, що країни альянсу дуже сподіваються на те, що майбутні 
вибори наприкінці 2004 року будуть вільними і справедливими. Тому 
що зрештою це також важливий критерій, за яким оцінюються 
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відносини НАТО й України", сказав Aan де Хооп Схеффер. 

Водночас він запевнив, що альянс приділяє відносинам з Києвом 
великого значення - зокрема, схвальної оцінки нового генсека НАТО 
заслужила участь України в операціях у Косово і в Іраку. Де Xoon 
Схеффер сказав, що наразі невідомо, чи буде запрошено Україну на 
стамбульський саміт альянсу наприкінці червня цього року. 
Невизначено також і дату, коли генеральний секретар НАТО 
скористається запрошенням українського президента відвідати Київ. 
Посилаючись на зайнятість, де Хооп Схеффер пообіцяв, що зробить 
це як тільки буде можливим. 
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DFAIT proposes to remove Canadian | Edmonton Р & В club 
Trade Commissioner from Kyiv 


By Marco Levytsky 

A proposal currently at the lower levels of the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs International Trade 
(DFAIT) would see the Canadian Trade Commissioner, 
currently serving at the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv, 
replaced by a locally hired employee, Ukrainian News 
has learned. 

Alternatively the functions may be taken over by a 
diplomatic mission in a neighbouring country. 

This proposal comes as a result of a global exercise 
to evaluate, on a number of criteria, each of Canada’s 
trade posts. 

Although it has already received approval at the 
lower levels in Ottawa, it has not yet gone to the Min- 
ister of International Trade, Jim Peterson, according 
to informed sources. 

This information was indirectly confirmed by 
DFAIT spokesperson Jennie Chen, Jan. 19. 

“There will continue to be a Canada-based employee 
responsible for the Trade Office in Kyiv, but that is 
not to say he or she will necessarily be based in Kyiv,” 
she told Ukrainian News. 

“The office will continue to provide full Trade Com- 
missioner services to meet all clients’ demands, that’s 
something we would like to stress, the full Trade Com- 
missioner services will be available to all Canadian 
business clients. From a working level there actually 
be no change. As a result we do not anticipate any 
change in Canada-Ukraine relations — trade or politi- 
cal,” she added. 

But Ed Southern, Ukraine’s Honourary Consul to 
Alberta, and Vice President of Calgary-based Kroes 
Energy Inc., which is operating a successful oil and 
gas joint-venture in Ukraine, says replacing the Cana- 
dian trade officer with a locally-hired employee will 
have a detrimental effect on Canada-Ukraine trade. 


“The Canadian trade officer in Ukraine has been re- 
sponsible for the extremely interesting increase in sales 
to Ukraine from Canada. The process is a long and 
lengthy one. When delegations travel to Ukraine and 
go to visit Ukrainian companies and they're assisted 
by a Canadian trade officer, there is still that govern- 
ment-to-government blending that [such a presence] 
indicates. So the trade officers, and we’ve had four in 
place, have been instrumental in these tremendous in- 
creases in sales,” he said. 

Southern points out that, according to Statistics 
Canada, exports to Ukraine are up over 100% between 
January to November, 2003 and should reach a $64 
million total for 2003. 

Breaking down the nine-month statistics by prov- 
ince — Saskatchewan’s exports, mostly wheat and ag- 
ricultural equipment, were $14.3 million — up 487%; 
Alberta’s (wheat and oil and gas equipment) were at 
$11.2 million — up 437%; Manitoba’s (wheat and 
agricultural equipment) were $8.5 million — up 396%; 
Ontario’s (motor vehicles, machinery and building 
materials) were $14 million — up 26% and Quebec’s 
) special textiles, medicines, electronics) at $11.3 mil- 
lion — up 18%. 

Southern adds that “this would be a very negative 
signal to send to the Canadian business community 
currently operating in Ukraine.” 

“This would really be a sad reflection on Canada’s 
support for Ukraine and helping to build the Ukrai- 
nian economy,” he explains. 

“There is such a huge potential for business between 
both countries that this is not the time to retract but 
rather expand our efforts in developing the business 
community in Ukraine. Ukraine has come such a long 
way towards a market economy that we are about io 
reap the benefits.” 


Ukrainian nurse gets visa extension 
Woman may stay to care for ailing grandfather 


By Mike Sadava, The Edmonton Journal, Jan. 21, 2004 

A nurse who came here from Ukraine to look after 
her grandfather no longer faces deportation in the next 
month. 

Galyna Bulavchyk learned Tuesday (Jan. 20) that she 
has been granted a six-month extension to her visitor’s 
visa. 

“T and my grandfather are very happy — this is very 
good news,” she said through a friend who translated. 

Bulavchyk has been in Edmonton for a year taking 
care of her 90-year-old grandfather, who suffers from 
heart, thyroid and other problems. 

Before her visitor’s permit expired in July, she applied 
for a landed immigrant’s visa on humanitarian grounds. 

She had been ordered by immigration officials in 
Edmonton to buy an air ticket to Ukraine within a 
month, to avoid a one-year ban from applying for a 
visa to return to Edmonton. 

On Monday, she bought tickets for both her and her 
grandfather, Marko Kuroczka, to return to Kyiv on Feb. 
25, though his doctor has said the 18-hour trip could 
be hard on him. He has no other family in Edmonton. 

But Tuesday, Bulavchyk learned that Citizenship and 
Immigration Minister Judy Sgro has issued a six-month 
extension to her visitor’s visa on humanitarian grounds. 

“Tm so happy for them,” said lawyer Andy Semotiuk, 
who has been acting for the family. “I let them know 
and they’re ecstatic,” he said from Los Angeles, where 
he has part of his law practice. ““There’s a lot of relief.” 


The extension was issued after Edmonton Southeast 
MP David Kilgour, who has been working on 
Bulavchyk’s case for a year, met with Sgro. 

Suki Lalli, Kilgour’s assistant, said the extension 
gives Bulavchyk some breathing room as the depart- 
ment processes her application for landed immigrant 
status on a humanitarian basis, which was filed in April 
before her visa expired. 

Randy Gurlock, spokesman for Citizenship and Im- 
migration, said he couldn’t talk about the case because 
of privacy rules. 

However, Lalli said the delay was caused by a back- 
log that started after the Immigration Act was changed 
to the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and 
regulations were changed. 

Kuroczka came here 52 years ago after more than a 
decade of displacement. He was sent to a work camp 
in Germany after the Nazis occupied Ukraine during 
the Second World War. After the war he was unable to 
return home because his country was controlled by the 
Soviets, who shot or sent to Siberia hundreds of thou- 
sands of people. 

He lost touch with his family and was unable to re- 
establish contact. He eventually remarried and wasn’t 
able to contact his family in Ukraine until the 1990s. 

Semotiuk wrote to Sgro’s office, pointing out that 
under ordinary circumstances Kuroczka should have 
been able to sponsor his family to come here in the 
first place. 


Feds launch appeal over Oberlander ruling 


Cont. from Page 1 


about their wartime past in a civil 
procedure where the government 
only has to prove on “a balance of 
probabilities” that the respondents 
lied about their wartime past instead 
of the “beyond a shadow of a doubt” 
criteria used in criminal cases. 

No clear evidence exists one way 
or another since all the immigration 
record of the post-World War II pe- 
riod have been destroyed by the Ca- 
nadian government. 

Every single respondent pros- 
ecuted under this policy has come 
from Eastern Europe. Government 


spokespeople vigorously deny that 
the government is targeting any one 
particular group, but the 
backgrounder to the 1995 press re- 
lease which announced the D & D 
policy also notes that this was made 
possible because Canadian investi- 
gators obtained access to the files of 
the former KGB. 

In related news, newly appointed 
justice Minister Irwin Cotler has 
stated that the pursuit of alleged 
Nazi war criminals and the denatu- 
ralization and deportation process is 
a “still uncompleted agenda.” 

In response to a request for an in- 
terview with Cotler, his office told 


Ukrainian News that he will not be 
available for one until the House of 
Commons resumes sitting in Febru- 


ary. 
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to be revived 


(UkrNews)—After a two-and-a-half year hiatus, the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Business Club of Edmonton is being revived. 

In 2001 the club was put under the trusteeship of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, Edmonton Branch, which, in turn, approached a group of 
individuals to form a provisional executive to revive the association. 

The provisional executive has prepared a tentative program and called 
for an organizational Annual General Meeting to be held at the Ukrainian 
З Federation building (10629 - 98 Street) at 7:00 pm, Thursday 

an. 29. 


Since previous memberships have lapsed, new ones will be sold at the 
door. 

The tentative program will include monthly dinner meetings with guest 
speakers on topics of interest to the Ukrainian Canadian community. 

Members of the general public will be welcome at all meetings. 

Included in the tentative program is an election forum to be held during 
the expected Spring federal election campaign. 

The forum will concentrate on issues of importance to the Ukrainian 
Canadian community. 


г 
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Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Association 
of Edmonton 


Invites all interested people to come to an: 


Organizational AGM 
7:00 PM, Thursday, Jan. 29, 2004 


Downstairs at the UNF Hall. 10629 — 98 Street 


After a two-and-a-half year hiatus, the Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Association of Edmonton is being revived. A Pro- 
visional Executive has been organized and will be presenting 
its program to all people interested in renewing their member- 
ship or joining the club for the first time. Come to hear their 
proposals and provide your own input. 


Everybody interested in the development of our community welcome! 
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Box reservations, call 
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11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A 
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Володимир Литвин у Ізраїлі 


Вольф Москович, Радіо Свобода 

20 січня в Єрусалимі голова Верховної 
Ради України Володимир Литвин підписав 
міжпарламентську угоду. Хоча візит мав 
суто протокольний характер, в Ізраїлі 
звертають увагу на кілька проблем, які ще 
залишаються нерозв'язаними у двосто- 
ронніх відносинах. 

Взаємні візити на високому рівні між 
Україною та Ізраїлем стали останнім часом 
дуже частою подією, так що українські та 
ізраїльські урядовці особисто знаються і 
зустрічаються як старі знайомі. На зустрічі 
з президентом Ізраїлю Моше Кацавом 
Володимир Литвин сказав: " Історія сучас- 
ності потребує від нас мати взаємини особ- 
ливого характеру". 

Президент Ізраїлю Моше Кацав підкрес- 
лив, що Україна була "колискою? сіоністсь- 
кого руху, звідки походить більшість полі- 
тичних та державних діячів Ізраїлю. Це 
була одна з перших держав, яку він відвідав 
після свого обрання президентом. Вще-спі- 
кер кнесету Михайло Нодельман, що зус- 
трічав українську делегацію на литовищі 
Бен-Гуріон і супроводжував її, торкався 
багатьох тем у своїх розмовах з Володи- 
миром Литвином. 

Між іншим, він сказав Литвину: "Солже- 
ніцин написав книжку 7200 років разом", 
адже українці та євреї живуть разом тисячі 


років, i треба було б про це написати. З 
міжпарламентською групою Україна - Із- 
раїль Литвин так і не зустрівся, бо ізра- 
їльські парламентарі мусили терміново пі - 
ти у зал засідань, де йшло голосування про 
недовіру уряду. 

Нодельман сказав нам: "Володимир Лит-- 
вин - постать представницька, ми не очіку-- 
ємо від нього конкретних питань. Достат- 
ньо того, що йому довелося нелегко при 
ратифікації у ВР договору про виплату 
компенсації жертвам авіакатастрофи над 
Чорним морем". 

На бенкеті в Єрусалимі на честь укра- 
їнської делегації серед гостей були - голова 
Асоціації вихідців з України в Ізраїлі Давид 
Левін та голова товариства україно-єврей-- 
ських зв'язків Яків Сусленський. Вони 3ra— 
дують такі практичні проблеми в україно- 
ізраїльських взаєминах, які потребують 
вирішення: зрівноваження дефіциту у това - 
рообміні Ізраїлю з Україною (дотепер Ук- 
раїна вивозить в Ізраїль вдвічі більше 
товарів, ніж ввозить з Ізраїлю), виплата 
українських пенсій репатріантам з України, 
що проживають в Ізраїлі, реституція єв- 
рейської общинної власності урядом Укра- 
їни, здешевлення тарифів у платні за в'їздні 
візи в Україну, боротьба з проявами антисе-- 
мітизму в Україні та українофобії в Ізраїлі. 


У Львові вимагають розслідувати масове 
вбивство ув'язнених тюрем міста у 1941-му році 


(Deutsche УУеПе)- -Працівники архівного 
відділу міської ради звернулися до прокура- 
тури міста з вимогою порушити кримінальну 
справу за фактом масового вбивства ув'яз- 
нених львівських тюрем у 1941-му році. 

Йдеться про масові захоронення людей, 
які було виявлено на Янівському кладовищі 
більше року тому. "Згідно з документаль- 
ними записами, що ще збереглися в архівах, 
упродовж 41 - 42-го років німецькими 
військовими було перезахоронено 1593 
особи і 24 ящики з людськими рештками", 
- розповів "Німецькій хвилі" керівник ар- 
хівного відділу міськради Ярослав Стець- 


кий. Він запевняє, що масові розстріли в'яз- 
нів трьох львівських тюрем - справа рук 
НКВД у Львівській області, а не німецьких 
вояків. За словами Стецького, це випливає 
з відповіді Державного архіву Російської 
Федерації на відповідний запит міськради 
про масові захоронення. До того ж, у від- 
повіді зазначено, що під час евакуації роз- 
стріляно близько 2,5 тисяч осіб. У свою 
чергу держархів Німеччини, відповідаючи 
на аналогічний запит, повідомив, що воло-- 
діє відео- та фотоматеріалами про знайдені 
у львівських в'язницях тіла людей та їх 
перепоховання в 1941-42 роках. 
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Американська газета закликає 
президента Буша захистити 
демократію в Україні 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Президент США Джордж Буш повинен 
разом із європейськими лідерами активно 
протидіяти спробам президента Кучми об-- 
межити демократію в Україні - до цього 
його закликає провідний американський 
часопис "Вашингтон Пост" у своїй редак- 
ційній статті. На думку газети, наслідком 
спроб продовжити перебування Кучми при 
владі стане не лише ліквідація решти гро-- 
мадянських свобод у державі, але й втрата 
Україною перспективи євро-атлантичної 
інтеграції. Тому, як повідомляє наш корес-- 
пондент у Вашингтоні Сергій Куделя, серед 
осіб, найбільш зацікавлених у ліквідації ук-- 
раїнської демократії, газета називає росій- 
ського президента Володимира Путіна. 

Майже усім колишнім радянським pec— 
публікам, на думку редакторів газети “Ba— 
шингтон Пост?, загрожує нова хвиля 
російського імперіалізму. За їхнім тверд-- 
женням, спробам президента Путіна ство-- 
рити нову сферу впливу на пост-радян-- 
ському просторі можна ефективно проти - 
діяти лише зміцненням демократії у регіоні. 
Адже, як відзначає газета, держави, в яких 
проводять вільні і чесні вибори, зміцнили 
свою незалежність 1 підтримують добрі 
відносини із Заходом. На противагу їм 
лідери нестабільних авторитарних держав, 
до яких "Вашингтон Пост" відносить і Ук- 
раїну, йдуть на поступки Москві, шукаючи 
підтримки у президента Путіна. 

На підтвердження своїх висновків газета 
нагадує, що в останні місяці президент 
Кучма дозволив росіянам взяти під 
контроль основну частину енергетичного 
сектору України та підписав договір про 
утворення спільного з Росією єдиного 
економічного простору. Ухвалення Вер- 
ховною Радою законопроекту про зміну 
процедури обрання президента та рішення 
Конституційного Суду про можливість 
Кучми балотуватися втретє, газета роз- 
глядає виключно як кроки, спрямовані на 
збереження Леонідом Кучмою влади по 
-завершенню його другого президентського 
терміну. Іншим наслідком цих кроків ре- 
дактори "Вашингтон Пост" називають ней-- 
тралізацію найбільш популярного в україн-- 
ському суспільстві політичного лідера Вік - 
тора Ющенка, якого вони розглядають як 


найбільш імовірного переможця у випадку 
проведення в Україні вільних і чесних ви- 
борів. Причиною його високої популяр- 
ності газета вважає бажання Ющенка 
зміцнити демократичну систему в Україні 
та реалізувати курс на європейську інтег- 
рацію держави. Саме з цих причин, робить 
висновок газета, Путін підтримає дії Кучми 
щодо обмеження демократичних свобод у 
державі. Як пише "Вашингтон Пост"/, 
Сполучені Штати, у свою чергу, повинні 
активно протидіяти цим спробам. У 
нещодавньому інтерв'ю для радіо 
"Свобода" другий заступник державного 
секретаря США Стівен Пайфер назвав два 
способи підтримки демократії в Україні: 

"По-перше, через наш діалог із 
українською владою. Ми розглядаємо стан 
демократії в Україні як свідченння того, які 
відносини вона хоче мати із НАТО та 
Європейським Союзом. У червні у Стам- 
булі відбудеться саміт НАТО, на якому 
одним з питань порядку денного буде статус 
відносин України та НАТО. В мене немає 
сумнівів, що вони звернуть увагу перш за 
все на стан демократії в Україні, а у цьому 
контексті йдеться про президентську кам-- 
панію, тобто що відбулося у перше півріччя 
2004 року та які подальші перспективи 
проведення відкритої виборчої кампанії. 
Позитивна оцінка сприятиме покращенню 
відносин України та НАТО, а негативна 
оцінка ускладнить ці відносини. Ми також 
маємо низку програм державної допомоги 
для України, які спрямовані на розвиток 
партій, проведення моніторингу виборів 
громадськими організаціями, а також тре- 
нінг для незалежних журналістів. Це на- 
дасть українцям необхідні важелі для 
забезпечення проведення в Україні чесних 
виборів". 

У перший день нового року в амери- 
канських газетах була опублікована стаття 
державного секретаря Коліна Павелла, в 
якій він пообіцяв сприяти зміцненню сво-- 
боди у державах із слабкою демократією. 
Зараз редактори "Вашингтон Пост" Hara— 
дують держсекретарю його слова, Адже, на 
їхню думку, майбутнє свободи в Україні 
може залежати саме від того, чи виконає 
Павелл своє новорічне зобов'язання. 


У Житомирі погромили "нашоукраїнський" 
офіс, і приписали це Юлії Тимошенко 


(Прес-служба "Нашої України", Жито- 
мир)- -У ніч із 16 на 17 січня у Житомирі 
вчинено напад на офіс обласної організації 
партії «Солідарність» та газети Асоціації 
незалежних журналістів «Вільне слово». 
Невідомі особи близько другої години ночі 
облили фарбою вхідні двері, зроблено 
образливі написи аерозольним балончиком 
у під'їзді та на фасаді будинку. Цеглиною 
вони розбили вікно навпроти робочого 
місця головного редактора газети. 

За фактом вчинення нападу порушено 
кримінальну справу. Голова обласної орга- 
нізації партії «Солідарність» Ігор Кли- 
менко розцінив напад на офіс як «прово- 
кативну вилазку тих сил, які хочуть внести 
розбрат у стані опозиції". Адже до такого 
висновку спонукає напис «З Новим роком! 
Ю. В. Тимош». Однак, зазначив Ігор Кли- 
менко, організатори та виконавці цієї акції 
явно не враховували того, що «ні у кого із 


нас навіть не може виникнути думка про 
те, що це могли вчинити прибічники Юлії 
Тимошенко». Головний редактор «Вільного 
слова» Василь Врублевський, коментуючи 
подію, зауважив, що напад можна розгля- 
дати також і як «попередження незалеж- 
ному виданню, яке чітко і послідовно заяв- 
ляє свою об'єктивну позицію, різко крити- 
кує нинішню владу, висвітлює дії опозиції». 

Народний депутат України, заступник 
голови партії «Солідарність» та керівник 
Житомирського регіонального представ- 
ництва «Нашої України» Павло Жебрівсь- 
кий зазначив: «Сьогодні опозиція сильна, 
як ніколи. Недолугі дії тих, хто боїться змін 
на краще в державі, призводять лише до 
консолідації опозиційних сил і посилюють 
силу спротиву в народі до чинної влади. 
Гадаю, що правоохоронні органи мають 
провести об'єктивне розслідування і знайти 
ЗЛОВМИСНИКІВ». 


Обмеження прав і свобод на Херсонщині 


(Deutsche У/еПе)- Порушення прав 
людини залишається актуальною пробле- 
мою для області. Такого висновку дійшов 
Комітет виборців України, який провів тут 
соціологічне дослідження. 

Проведене дослідження виявило дуже 
низький рівень забезпечення основних по-- 
літичних прав і свобод жителів Херсон-- 
щини. Так, перше місце посідає,зокрема, 
адміністративний тиск з боку керівництва 
з метою змінити політичні позиції своїх 
підлеглих. З цим довелося мати справу 


понад 30 відсоткам респондентів. 

За словами голови обласної організації 
КВУ Дмитра Benoro, на друге місце після 
використання адмін-ресурсу виходять 
випадки фальсифікації результатів 
голосування, Він визнав, що запроваджена 
Комітетом виборців система незалежного 
спостереження за перебігом виборчого 
процесу не дає можливості уникнути 
фальсифікації даних. 

Досить потужним залишається в регіоні 
і тиск на засоби масової інформації. 
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Opposition disrupts parliament 


Kuchma shuffles cards for 2004 presidential election campaign 


By Askold Krushelnycky 
and Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The chairman of the Ukrainian 
parliament, Volodymyr Lytvyn, suspended the 
assembly Jan. 15 after continuing disruptions 
by the opposition, which made normal work 
impossible. 

Lytvyn, who supports the pro-President 
Leonid Kuchma majority in parliament, said 
the body will reconvene early next month. He 
said that bailiffs will be present to maintain 
order, by physical means if necessary. 

The opposition has been mobbing the ros- 
trum, shouting down speakers, and discon- 
necting the electronic vote-counting appara- 
tus. It is battling against proposed constitu- 
tional changes that would dramatically dimin- 
ish the powers of the next president — to be 
elected in October — and increase the prime 
minister’s powers. 

Parliament member Ivan Zayets is a deputy 
of the opposition Our Ukraine party, the larg- 
est single political faction. He said the dem- 
onstrations will continue. 

“This project to change the constitution is 
extraordinarily damaging,” he said. “Tt’s not 
any kind of reform. It’s an attempt to keep 
this government in the hands of the oligarchs 
and the mafia and to destroy the Ukrainian 
nation. And when in parliament I don’t have 
the legal right to defend my position because 
my rights have been destroyed, because no- 
body is adhering to the regulations or the con- 
stitution, then I will break things and I will 
do everything I can to prevent this project 
from succeeding.” 

Zayets says the campaign to change the 
constitution amounts to a coup. 

Under the proposed new amendments, the 
next president would be elected by direct, 
popular vote for only two years instead of the 
present five-year term. In 2006, the parliament 
— which the majority calculates it will con- 
trol — will choose the president. 

The majority — supporters of current Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma — say the changes will 
transform the political system from one where 
most power is concentrated in the hands of 
the president to a more democratic, Western 
European model where parliament wields 
most power. 

But the opposition, the Our Ukraine party 
supported by the Socialists and the centre- 
right Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc, accuse the 
Kuchma administration of seeking to intro- 
duce the changes because it knows it cannot 
win the presidential elections this fall. 

Critics accuse Kuchma of corruption, elec- 
tion rigging, abuse of human rights, and in- 
volvement in murder — all of which he de- 
nies. He says he will not run for president 
again. But the opposition says Kuchma wants 
to ensure that his successor is someone loyal 
to him, who will guarantee his immunity from 
the prosecution demanded by his political en- 
emies. 

The opposition disrupted proceedings last 
month, when parliament voted on the first 
reading of the proposed constitutional amend- 
ments (Bill 4105). Opposition members pulled 
out cables to disable the electronic vote-count- 
ing mechanism. They disputed the government 
claim that on a subsequent show of hands it 
passed the first reading by 276 votes in the 
450-member parliament on Dec. 24. To be- 
come a law, the bill must be backed by at least 
300 votes during the parliamentary session that 
is expected to begin on Feb. 3. 


Kuchma said ready to talk 


(RFE/RL)—Stepan Havrysh, coordinator of 
the pro-government majority in the Verkhovna 
Rada, told Interfax on Jan. 19 that President 
Leonid Kuchma has agreed to pursue com- 
promises regarding political reform through 
roundtable talks with opposition leaders. 
Havrysh was commenting on Kuchma’s meet- 
ing with leaders of the parliamentary major- 
ity earlier the same day. He added that 
Kuchma will meet with opposition leaders on 
condition that they undertake specific com- 
mitments regarding a vote on political reform. 
Havrysh said majority leaders did not discuss 
Kuchma’s possible participation in the 2004 
presidential election in their meeting. 


The majority consists of nominally centre 
and centre-right politicians who support the 
interests of the rich businessmen called oli- 
garchs. Many are themselves oligarchs who 
owe their wealth to favors from the Kuchma 
administration. Normally they would not be 
able to muster the 300 votes needed to change 
the constitution. But their Communist ideo- 
logical enemies — who loathe pro-Western 
Our Ukraine party leader Viktor Yushchenko 
— support them. Yushchenko is widely ex- 
pected to win the presidential election. 

The opposition has called on the Constitu- 
tional Court to invalidate the Dec. 24 vote, 
arguing that voting by a show of hands is 
against the parliamentary regulations, but in 
the general opinion of Ukrainian analysts the 
court is unlikely to heed this call. 

Moreover, on Dec. 30 the Constitutional 
Court ruled that President Kuchma, who was 
first elected president in July 1994 and re- 
elected in November 1999, is formally serv- 
ing his first full presidential term, since in 
1996 the Verkhovna Rada promulgated a new 
constitution that redefined presidential pre- 
rogatives. Thus, according to the Constitu- 
tional Court, the constitutional provision lim- 
iting the presidential tenure to two consecu- 
tive terms for one person does not apply to 
Kuchma, who therefore may choose to seek 
another presidential term in 2004. 

The ruling of the Constitutional Court is 
much more controversial than the tumultuous 
vote on constitutional amendments on Dec. 
24. U.S. Federal Judge Bohdan A. Futey, who 
served as an advisor to the Working Group on 
the Ukrainian Constitution adopted in 1996, 
concluded earlier this month that the ruling is 
unsupportable and logically inconsistent with 
the court’s verdict of 1997, saying that parlia- 
mentarians elected after June 8, 1995 (when 
the Constitutional Agreement prohibiting such 
a practice was put in force) may not simulta- 
neously hold a position in the government. 
Futey argued that if a similar reasoning has 
been applied by the Constitutional Court to 
Kuchma, he should not have been allowed to 
seek a third term. The applicable constitutional 
norm and prior legislation addressing presi- 
dential term limits, Futey said, consistently 
limited the president to two terms when 


-Kuchma was elected in 1994 and re-elected 


in 1999. “The court applied a ‘different stan- 
dard’ to national deputies in 1997 than it is 
now applying to President Kuchma,” Futey 
said in his commentary published by “Ukraine 
Report-2004” (http://www.ArtUkraine.com). 

Critics of the ruling in Ukraine say that the 
court’s decision actually allows one person 
to seek presidency for an unlimited number 
of terms. To achieve this, they argue, it is 
enough for the parliament to amend the con- 
stitution in its part referring to presidential 
prerogatives, thus making the presidential 
term “incomplete” and allowing the incum- 
bent to legitimately seek another term, which 
also may be made “incomplete” by further 
constitutional amendments. However, deci- 
sions of the Constitutional Court are final and 
not subject to appeal. Therefore, it is now up 
only to Kuchma — who previously stressed 
on several occasions that he will not run in 
2004 — to decide whether he will make yet 
another presidential bid. Likewise, he also 
seems to be in control of the constitutional- 
reform drive in the parliament and may, at his 
own discretion, to stop it or give it an extra 
impetus. 

Zayets says the proposals seek to deprive 
the people of their right to choose their presi- 
dent. 

“The people gained the fundamental right 
to elect the president on July 5, 1991, and have 
used this right three times. Without the 
people’s permission you cannot today deprive 
the people of the right to elect the president. 
That’s why we have today an absolutely trans- 
parent plan to separate the citizenry from the 
process of forming the government.” 

A pro-government member of parliament 
from the People’s Democratic Party, Oleh 
Zarubinsky, said that the opposition talks 
about democracy but uses antidemocratic 
methods. 

“Let’s call things by what they really are 


— when I, Oleh Zarubinsky, came on Decem- 
ber 23 to my place of work [parliament] I 
wasn’t blocking anyone or anything. I wanied 
to see what the situation was and to discuss 
things. These people, who today call them- 
selves democrats and say that they want a 
democratic government, did everything to 
spoil my ability to vote. Only those people 
who adhere themselves to the procedures and 
regulations have the right to talk about them. 
Those who behave like vandals and hooligans 
— and anyone watching them, would say they 
were the deeds of hooligans — are hooligans. 
In the same way that you can’t be slightly 
pregnant, you can’t be slightly principled. If 
it’s a principle, it’s a principle.” 

The director of the Kyiv institute of Politi- 
cal and Conflict Studies, Dr. Mykhaylo 
Pohrebinskiy, a Kuchma adviser, says the op- 
position in the past themselves wanted the sort 
of changes now being proposed but are chal- 
lenging them for self-serving reasons. 

“The pro-Western and pro-European poli- 
ticians should support these ideas. But be- 
cause they today have a candidate that, to their 
mind, today has the best chances of winning, 
they want to block everything. Therefore, 
everything you hear is from the same stand- 
point that the politicians who want to retain 
all these powers are viewed by the West as 
democrats. They may be democrats 10 times 
over but in this concrete case they want to be 
autocrats for a certain time, perhaps to intro- 
duce reforms and changes. You can use what- 
ever slogans you want — but they do not want 
to democratize the system.” 

Pohrebinskiy denies accusations that the 
changes are being made solely to prevent the 
next president from having the same sweep- 
ing powers as Kuchma. He says the changes 
are necessary to make the Ukrainian political 
system more democratic, and could only be 
introduced by a president who, like Kuchma, 
is not running again for the post. 

“This became possible only because the 
president’s term in office is nearing its end,” 
he said. “Any other president is not going to 
be interested in diminishing his own powers.” 

Western governments and international 
bodies are monitoring the run-up to Ukraine’s 
elections. Ukrainian deputies have asked the 
Council of Europe, which sets standards for 
democratic conduct and of which Ukraine is 
a member, to hold a special debate about the 
constitution issue. 

Theoretically, many different scenarios are 
possible. The Verkhovna Rada may pass bill 
No. 4105. in its entirety, as it was preliminar- 
ily approved. This will mean that Ukraine will 
have a nationwide presidential election in 
2004, but in 2006 a new president will be 
elected by a new legislature. However, the 
Verkhovna Rada may also choose to vote on 
the Medvedchuk-Symonenko bill “article by 
article” and drop out its final part, which stipu- 
lates the election of an “interim president” in 
2004 for some 18 months. Then, as many sup- 
porters of Our Ukraine fear, the Verkhovna 
Rada will be entitled to elect a new president 
already in 2004, and Yushchenko — who is 
currently supported by some 25 percent of 
Ukrainians — will stand no chance of being 
elected. And the third possibility is that the 
Verkhovna Rada may fail to muster 300 votes 
needed to amend the constitution, and every- 
thing will remain as it is now. 

Furthermore, in each of these three sce- 
narios two “‘sub-scenarios” should be taken 
into account — one with Kuchma running as 
a presidential candidate and the other with 
Kuchma fielding a successor. Some argue that 
Kuchma will not risk the West’s ire that will 
predictably follows if he chooses to seek a 
third term for himself. But others say that he 
may eventually decide on this if the party of 
power fails to agree on his successor and play 
as one team in the presidential election cam- 
paign. 

“Politics in Russia has ended for a long 
time...[along with political journalism],” 
Interfax-Ukraine chief Oleksandr Martynenko 
said in a recent press interview. “But we [in 
Ukraine] still have them [politics and politi- 
cal journalism]. We are living in interesting 
times,” he added. 


5 
PACE monitor warns 


Ukraine over changes 


(RFE/RL)—Hanne Severinsen, a member 
of the Monitoring Committee of the Parlia- 
mentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE), told journalists in Kyiv on Jan. 20 
that current attempts by the pro-presidential 
parliamentary majority to change the consti- 
tution in the presidential election year are not 
“acceptable,” Ukrainian news agencies ге- 
ported. 

Severinsen appealed to the parliamentary 
majority and the opposition to find a com- 
promise, stressing that the constitutional-re- 
form bill preliminarily approved on Dec. 24 
should be resubmitted to parliament and de- 
bated “paragraph by paragraph,” rather than 
being pushed through by presidential allies. 

Severinsen and her colleague, Renate 
Wohlwand, met with a number of Ukrainian 
officials and opposition leaders in Kyiv to 
gather information about Ukraine’s constitu- 
tional reform for a PACE meeting scheduled 
for February. 


Opposition proposes 


referendum 


(RFE/RL)—Three parliamentary opposi- 
tion groups — Our Ukraine, the Socialist 
Party, and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc — 
have proposed a nationwide referendum to 
resolve the ongoing dispute in Ukraine over 
direct versus indirect election of the president, 
Interfax reported on Jan. 12, quoting Our 
Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko. 

On Dec. 24, lawmakers from the pro-gov- 
егатепі majority and the Communist Party 
preliminarily approved a constitutional-re- 
form bill calling for the election of president 
in 2006 by the Verkhovna Rada. 

The proposal to hold the referendum was 
voiced during a Jan. 12 meeting of parliamen- 
tary-caucus leaders devoted to the current par- 
liamentary controversy over a related consti- 
tutional-reform bill. According to Yush- 
chenko, under the Ukrainian Constitution, any 


curbs on the rights of voters may be intro- 
duced only via referendums. 


Threats of forced used 


to ram through change 


(Glavred)—Member of Parliament Oleh 
Rybachuk of the Our Ukraine bloc has ac- 
cused MPs Nestor Shufrych of the Social 
Democratic Party of Ukraine (united) of met- 
ing out threats of force to compel the opposi- 
tion to vote for introduction of amendments 
to the Constitution, according to Our 
Ukraine’s press service. 

According to the statement, Rybachuk per- 
sonally heard these threats from Shufrych. 
“You must understand that arguments will be 
found, we will all the same conduct this re- 
form by your hands, using your votes,” 
Rybachuk quotes Shufrych as saying. 

Rybachuk notes that this might lead to a re- 
peat of the situation of 2002, when a large group 
of deputies from the opposition factions and in 
particular from the Our Ukraine made a cross- 
over to the pro-presidential majority. In the 
opinion of the opposition, they did this under 
pressure from the security agencies, in particu- 
lar the State Tax Administration, Internal Af- 
fairs Ministry and the prosecutor’s offices. 


Symonenko explains 


alliance with “bourgeoisie” 


(RFE/RL)—Communist Party head Petro 
Symonenko has disseminated a statement 
explaining why his organization supported the 
constitutional-reform bill that was preliminar- 
ily approved on Dec. 24, Interfax reported. 

Symonenko declares that the Communist 
Party is pushing for a radical reform of the 
country’s political system through constitu- 
tional amendments. 

“(Such changes] can be achieved in а con- 
stitutional way only as a result of coordinat- 
ing positions with other political parties and 
structures that are represented in parliament, 
including those protecting the interests of 
bourgeoisie,” the statement reads. 

Symonenko stresses that the Communists 
oppose both a plan for parliamentary election 
of the president in 2004 and a possible third 
term for Kuchma. 
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Trade Office downgrading 
sends the wrong message 


Removing the Canadian Trade Commissioner from our Embassy in 
Kyiv and replacing him with a locally-hired employee is sending the wrong 
signal — not only to Canada’s business community there, but also to Ukrai- 
nians choosing between a pro-Western democratic reform movement and 
a pro-Russian criminal element determined to maintain power at all costs. 

For one thing, Canadian exports to Ukraine have increased dramati- 
cally over the first nine months of 2003. According to Statistics Canada, 
exports to Ukraine are up over 100% between January to November, 2003 
and should reach a $64 million total for 2003 Breaking this down by prov- 
ince — Saskatchewan’s exports, mostly wheat and agricultural equipment, 
were $14.3 million — up 487%; Alberta’s (wheat and oil and gas equip- 
ment) were at $11.2 million — пр 437%; Manitoba’s (wheat and agrictl- 
tural equipment) were $8.5 million — up 396%; Ontario’s (motor ve- 
hicles, machinery and building materials) were $14 million — up 26% 
and Quebec’s) special textiles, medicines, electronics) at $11.3 million — 
up 18%. There is no economic rationale for downsizing the office when 
such positive indicators are present. 

Even more important, Ukraine is at a crucial crossroads this year with 
pro-Western democratic forces poised to win any honest presidential elec- 
tions hands down. The criminal element which rules the country is, of 
course prepared to go to any length to prevent such honest elections, or to 
ram through constitutional amendments designed to keep power out of 
the hands of the democratic forces should they win. 

How the various scenarios unfold will depend upon how the long-suf- 
fering people of Ukraine react to them and how the people of Ukraine will 
react, depends a lot on their perception of how much support they have 
from Western governments. Any downgrading of Canada’s presence in 
Ukraine at this time will be used by those elements who urge a pro-Rus- 
sian authoritarian orientation to claim that the West doesn’t care about 
Ukraine. 


Martin cabinet sends 
disturbing signals on D & D 


The new cabinet of Prime Minister Paul Martin is sending our commu- 
nity some very disturbing signals on the Denaturalization and Deporta- 
tion policy. 

First Justice minister Irwin Cotler described the “pursuit of alleged Nazi 
war criminals” as a “still uncompleted agenda.” Then the Ministry of Citi- 
zenship and Immigration launched an appeal of Judge Reilly’s decision in 
the Oberlander case. 

One very important fact must be brought into perspective. The govern- 
ment is lying when it tells the public this matter involves the “pursuit of 
alleged Nazi war criminals”. None of the respondents have been found 
guilty of any war crimes and, in some cases, the government hasn’t even 
bothered to charge them with any war crimes. The sole accusation is that 
they lied upon coming to Canada 50 years ago (a charge that doesn’t even 
have to be proved conclusively). Taking such a policy to its logical con- 
clusion, all the survivors of the Ukrainian Genocide of 1933 may be sub- 
ject to deportation because they lied upon coming to Canada 50 years ago. 
If they had told the truth about coming from the pre-war USSR, they would 
have been shipped right back — this time to Siberia. 

We are not sure exactly what is going on in the government since we 
have not had our questions answered. Nevertheless, these developments 
place a special onus upon our representatives within the Liberal Party to 
get to the bottom of this, and bring an end to this assault on the civil 
liberties of Canadians of Eastern European origin. 
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Oberlander decision puts politicians 
and Canada’s justice system to the test 


By Eugene Harasymiw 

Ever since former Justice Minister Allan Rock an- 
nounced, in 1995, the adoption of denaturalization and 
deportation as the approach to the alleged presence in 
this country of so-called “war criminals,” — the gov- 
ernment having failed miserably to prove war crimi- 
nality in their first 4 cases — Canada’s justice system 
has endured a steady descent into abject disrepute. That 
policy was taken up with vigor and defended in ear- 
nest by Rock’s successor, Anne McLellan, who claimed 
it was a “more efficient,” rather than a more appropri- 
ate, way of dealing with the perceived problem and of 
obtaining results, rather than finding the truth. 

Nine years, a dozen trials, and millions of tax dol- 
lars later, the government has failed to deport a single 
person. What is more, the process has been dealt a major 
blow which could yet be its undoing. Ontario Superior 
Court Justice Robert Reilly handed down a decision 
Jan. 6 which has major potential ramifications. The de- 
cision goes to the core of dangers inherent in attempt- 
ing to pervert independent operation of the justice sys- 
tem for purely political goals in order to satisfy the 
agenda of powerful lobbies — objectives which have 
nothing remotely to do with dispensing inistice. Appoint- 
ment of Irwin Cotler as the new Justice Minister not 
only confirms that dubious objective, but raises the 
question of whether those who prosecute the law should 
be answerable to political masters. 

Helmut Oberlander was charged in 1995 with ille- 
gal entry into Canada allegedly brought about by his 
failure to disclose military membership and his com- 
mission of war crimes against civilians. For the next 
nine years he waged a largely unsuccessful battle in 
Federal Court to clear his name. However, it was not 
until the government, in a secret hearing before a se- 
cret committee of Cabinet, revoked his citizenship that 
the process began to unravel. It was the propriety of 
that July 2001 Cabinet hearing that was raised before 
Justice Reilly. 

Oberlander’s application, which sought to quash the 
Order-in-Council revoking his citizenship, stay his de- 
portation, and direct the re-issuance of his citizenship 
was predictably resisted by federal prosecutors. Jus- 
tice Reilly, dismissing government objections, granted 
Oberlander’s stay and ruled that the Ontario Superior 
Court possesses jurisdiction. 

The narrow issue the Ontario Court was asked to 
decide was whether it had jurisdiction to hear 
Oberlander’s application on its merits. Before reach- 
ing his decision, Justice Reilly reviewed what he termed 
“ill-advised and inappropriate communications” be- 
tween the Assistant Deputy Minister of Justice and the 
Associate Chief Justice of the Trial Division. He went 
on to review the trial court’s factual finding that there 
was no evidence of war criminality or membership in 
one of the impugned units. Instead, the Federal Court 
found Oberlander had “probably” [quotation marks are 
Justice Reilly’s] committed a misrepresentation when 
he applied to come to Canada. 

The key contention is that the process, which re- 
sulted in Oberlander’s loss of citizenship, does not ac- 
cord with the principles of fundamental justice as guar- 
anteed by the Charter, thereby denying him fairness 
and due process. It is to be kept in mind that this issue 
is yet to be heard by Justice Reilly on its merits. 

Throughout, Eric Haffeman, Oberlander’s counsel, 


painted a truly frightening picture of secrecy, potential 
bias and conflicting interests. Though his citizenship 
was at stake, Oberlander was not allowed to address 
Cabinet in person nor, it would appear, was his written 
submission placed before the hearing, As no record of 
the deliberations were made available, there was no 
indication whether a quorum of Ministers was present, 
which Ministers attended, what points were debated, 
what evidence was considered and who addressed the 
panel. If that were not enough, an issue has emerged as 
to whether government attorneys attempted to commit 
fraud on the Supreme Court by failing to provide any 
evidence of war criminality. If any of these contentions 
are accurate, the federal Justice Department, and every 
Canadian who believes in fair, open and transparent 
administration of justice, should be gravely concerned. 

Most of the government’s case will hinge on the con- 
tention that “Cabinet confidentiality as an integral part 
of Parliamentary government takes priority over any 
right of personal appearance before the tribunal or in- 
deed any right to know [its] identity.” This approach 
will have its obstacles. One is Justice Reilly’s observa- 
tion that he “could think of no consequence, apart from 
a sentence of several years imprisonment in a peniten- 
tiary, which would be more significant to a responsible 
citizen than the loss of that citizenship.” As alluded to 
by Justice Reilly, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the Convention on the Status of Stateless Per- 
sons, and the Convention on the Reduction of State- 
lessness (to which Canada is a party), presume that 
domestic law will protect against both loss of citizen- 
ship and the inherent disabilities caused by rendering a 
person stateless. 

Another is the Supreme Court of Canada’s decision 
in the Babcock case where, іп а 9-0 ruling, the country’s 
top court affirmed that the public, including anyone 
suing the government, has a right “to challenge bad 
faith or otherwise improper decisions by federal cabi- 
net ministers” in certifying documents as cabinet con- 
fidences under the Canada Evidence Act. The function 
of declaring cabinet secrecy is neither “to thwart pub- 
lic inquiry, nor is it to gain tactical advantage in litiga- 
tion,” the top Court added — precisely Haffeman’s 
point. 

Of interest to everyone is the identity of the Cabinet 
Ministers who attended the hearing which stripped 
Oberlander of his citizenship. Justice Reilly said the 
material presented permitted him to infer that Minister 
Caplan and perhaps even McClellan sat as members of 
the tribunal. If that were the case, the Judge suggested, 
“they were involved in a clear conflict of interest.” The 
government has refused to reveal who was present and 
neither Minister is volunteering that information. 

As the old maxim goes — those who do not learn 
from history are bound to repeat it. The government 
surely knows that using the law to render fully natural- 
ized citizens stateless aliens, and removing their basic 
rights and access to the courts in pursuance of a politi- 
cal agenda, while expedient, can only lead to injustice. 
History will look back on denaturalization and depor- 
tation for what it is — the abuse of state prerogative to 
create a class of internal exiles whose rights are deemed 
too unimportant to inconvenience the blind, headlong 
pursuit of Rock-McLellan-Cotler style “justice.” 
Eugene Harasymiw, LL.B. is president of the Ukrai- 
nian Self-Reliance Association, Edmonton Branch 


Allies don’t kill millions of their counterparts 


Jan. 18 Ukraine “celebrated” the 350th Anniversary 
of the Pereyaslav Treaty — that infamous17th Century 
pact with Russia. Some observations are in order. 

Hetman Bohdan Kmelnetysky’s horse mounted 
statue in Kyiv, pointing his baton west stands to this 
day as a controversial and poignant symbol of one of 
the many struggles which Ukraine once faced. But what 
should remain of a “pact” where the once-ally becomes 
an equal if not worse oppressor? 

Having recently paid tribute, on its 70th Anniver- 
sary, to the millions of Ukrainians who perished or were 
displaced during the Great Famine Genocide, one asks, 
“Ts the 350th Anniversary of the Pereyaslav Treaty” 


Letters to the Editor 


worthy of celebration at all? And, are those who so 
celebrate the occasion some of the deniers of the Great 
Famine Genocide? 

Allies help look out for one another. They do not kill 
their ally by the millions and wreak havoc with their 
right to self-determination unless they are not an ally 
at all. Democratic reform in Ukraine in 2004 on the 
other hand, if it takes place, will be an event worth 
celebrating. 

Terry Lys, Calgary 


Festival Mosaic children’s choir identified 


The Dec. 10-28, 2003 edition of the Ukrainian News 
provided coverage of the recent Christmas concert “A 
Festive Mosaic” sponsored by the Ukrainian Male Cho- 
rus of Edmonton. As the coordinator of the concert, I 
would like to thank you for this article. Your informa- 
tion highlighted the evening and explained the signifi- 
cance of the “Malanka Suite” and its dedication to the 
memory of Taras Uzwyshyn. 

I would like to provide you with one correction in 


the information. The combined Ukrainian youth choirs 
were from the Edmonton Public School and the Elk 
Island Catholic School systems. The performing 
children’s choirs were from Delwood Elementary 
School (Edmonton Public School) and Father Kenneth 
Kearns (Elk Island Catholic School.) 
Thanks again for covering this concert. 
Greg Pacholok, Coordinator of "А Festive Mosaic” 
Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton 
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Time for Cotler to apply D & D proceedings against communists 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

As Minister of Justice, Irwin Cotler shouldn’t behave as if 
he were still president of the Canadian Jewish Congress, an 
aficionado of that fable about “thousands” of Nazis creeping 
into Canada after the Second World War, with Ottawa’s col- 
lusion. In July 1981 he guessed there were “at least 100.” By 
spring 1983 they had multiplied, “maybe 1,000.” 

No credible evidence ever confirmed Nazis were here. 
Cotler knows this. He probably recalls, although he won’t 
relish a reminder, that the Commission of Inquiry on War 
Criminals caustically noted how proponents spread “grossly 
exaggerated figures...no less than a 400% over-estimate.” 

Anonymous vigilantes stoked that inquisition. An elderly 
woman was scrutated for living with black dogs, behaving 
“curiously” about her European furniture. Her husband too. 
The “Nazi hunters” did not observe he was dead, since 1977. 

Yet Cotler doesn’t shun past dalliances with wannabe witch 
finders. Recently, he declared “numerous obstacles” left his 
department with a “still uncompleted agenda” — prosecut- 
ing “Nazis.” 

When serious evidence is tabled against any individual, 
regardless of when or where an atrocity occurred, the accused 
must stand trial. Canada should not become a haven for war 
criminals. Yet Ottawa’s men failed to win a single “Nazi” 
case in criminal court, as happens when hearsay is confused 
with history. Flummoxed, they switched to denaturalization 
and deportation hearings. Those summoned have faint hope. 
In one case a judge found a man was not a Nazi, had not 
participated in war crimes, had been forced into guard duty 
in wartime Ukraine. There was no acquittal, for prosecutors 
retorted that immigrants were screened rigorously even in 
chaotic postwar Europe, so he “obviously” lied, securing citi- 
zenship falsely, should now be booted out. That he swore he 


was never asked those questions was dismissed. That relevant 
archives were destroyed, decades ago, by the government, 
was ignored. In “Nazi” cases justice is always perverted. You 
are not innocent until proven guilty. Branded a "Малі" go 
prove your innocence. 

After decades of repetition, the public has swallowed the 
red herring about Nazis in our midst. Many likewise believe 
immigration procedures were tightened. Then, in May 2002, 
The Montreal Gazette published a story about a Red Army 
veteran who served in SMERSH. As executioners shot desert- 
ers and enemies of the Stalinist regime she would jump into 
open graves, confirming the occupants were dead. She moved 
from Moscow to Montreal a few years ago. No one asked what 
she did in the war. Is she a scoundrel? Not for me to judge. 
Suffice that her story is in the public domain (see "А war crime 
is a war crime,” July 2, 2002, The Montreal Gazette.) 

On Sept. 15, 2000, Terry Beitner, of the Crimes Against 
Humanity and War Crimes Section, confirmed “security offi- 
cials did screen applicants for membership in communist or- 
ganizations.” Canada didn’t want Nazis or Communists. So 
how did we get a SMERSH alumnus? Her file won’t have 
been destroyed so that can be found out. And she is not alone. 
One Deschenes Commission informant, who snitched out sev- 
eral hundred citizens, served in the notorious Jewish Ghetto 
Police, collaborating with the Nazis, reportedly under duress. 
Later he became a Red partisan and NK VD lieutenant. Pre- 
sumably, not wanting to task our ever-vigilant immigration 
officials, he simplified his past, saying he was a “chauffeur.” 
This old campaigner offered a book length account of his 
exploits, in 1981, but no one in Justice apparently reads auto- 
biographical confessions. I picked my copy up at the Hadassah 
bazaar, in Kingston. 

According to Beitner someone is “complicit” if they con- 


tributed “directly or indirectly” to a war crime or were “a 
member of an organization. ..carrying out atrocities, such as 
executing civilians.” Soviet secret policemen fit. Some col- 
lect pensions here. 

How many? One is too many. In July 2002 we called for an 
official inquiry, a clarion ignored. The government claims no 
Tequests were received. As the writer, Marsha Skrypuch, ad- 
dressed Beitner on this point, in September 2002, acknowl- 
edged, whence the amnesia? Did Communist collaborators 
sneak in with Ottawa’s OK, as tales of Nazi boogiemen dis- 
tracted attention? Preposterous? No more than Cotler’s con- 
spiracy theory about how Nazis got in, hard to find though 
they continue to be. 

Cotler may already be applying his Solomonic wisdom to 
these matters. His office requested my article, dutifully sent. 
Twice since I solicited his learned response, without reply. 
Likely he was busy with Mount Royal constituents, perhaps 
even the collaborator-cop turned chauffeur and self-published 
author. Now Cotler is in Cabinet, however, with a duty to all 
Canadians, including victims of Communism. 

Today Canada remembers one such martyr with a day of 
memory. Raoul Wallenberg was a saviour of Hungarian Jews. 
Kidnapped at war’s end, he was executed in Moscow, likely 
by SMERSH. Thanks to Cotler and friends this Righteous 
Gentile became Canada’s first honourary citizen, in 1985. 

A hallowed day seems right for reaching an accord. So, 
Minister Сойег, instruct your War Crimes Unit to immedi- 
ately apply denaturalization and deportation procedures to 
Canadians who served Stalin and our opposition to such hear- 
ings will mute. Let’s do it for Raoul. Those complicit in his 
murder should not be your neighbours, or mine. 

Dr Lubomyr Luciuk ts director of research for the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association. 


Bureaucrats scuttle redress agreement 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

We talked and talked and talked. And then the bureau- 
crats scuttled it. 

We'd been discussing Canada’s first national internment 
operations. Thousands of Ukrainians and other Europeans 
were unjustly imprisoned as “enemy aliens” in 24 intern- 
ment camps, forced to do heavy labour under trying con- 
ditions, deprived of what little wealth they had, disenfran- 
chised, and subjected to other State-sanctioned censures. 
Today there is only one known Ukrainian survivor, Mary 
Manko Haskett. She was born in Montreal, six years old 
when she was deported with her family into the Quebec 
wilderness, to a place then known as Spirit Lake. Her 
younger sister, Nellie, perished there. 

Not wanting this relatively unknown story to be forgot- 
ten, Canada’s Ukrainians have proposed installing trilin- 
gual historical plaques at all internment camp locations. 
We have also called for educational materials for Cana- 
dian high schools and for a permanent exhibit at the Cave 
and Basin National Historic Site, in Banff National Park. 
Yes, reminding visitors how forced labour was used to build 
Banff is not as gladdening as pointing to its natural won- 
ders. However it is as integral to the story of Banff and 
many other national parks as the more often told tales about 
trappers, traders and teepees. Yet, when I last visited, none 
of the guides knew much about what happened at Castle 
Mountain or Cave and Basin during the First World War. 
Sure, they capably described the endangered molluscs of 
the hot pools, in both official languages. Descendants of 
survivors of the internment operations were there with me. 
They were much less impressed with those snail tales than 
І. Perhaps that is because my Dad was never herded into a 
Canadian concentration camp. 

Responding to redress requests, Liberal politicians used 
to intone a mantra taught by their mentor, Pierre Trudeau. 
Addressing an aboriginal audience in Vancouver, in Au- 
gust 1969, Trudeau approvingly quoted President John F. 
Kennedy who, asked how Negroes should be compensated 
for past injustices, replied: “We will be just in our time. 
This is all we can do. We must be just today.” Trudeau 
liked that, regurgitating this line whenever similar queries 
about Canadian wrongdoings were raised: “And what about 
the Acadians who were deported. Shouldn’t we compen- 
Sate for this? What about the Japanese Canadians who were 

_so badly treated during the last war? What can we do to 
redeem the past? I can only say as President Kennedy said. 
We must be just today.” 

Surprisingly, in June 1993, while Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, and looking for votes, Jean Chretien broke faith with 
Trudeau’s axiom, writing how he would personally sup- 
port redress to the Ukrainian Canadian community, as 
would the Liberal Party of Canada. Alas, once in office, he 
forgot. While the former prime minister’s broken pledge 
is all Ukrainian Canadians need remember about him, a 
fellow’s word should be worth something. Over the past 
decade the community continued pressing for settlement, 


citing Chretien’s commitment. 

In Minister Copps we finally thought we had a cham- 
pion. Although a Chretien loyalist, she is a woman of true 
grit. Genuinely anxious to negotiate on the educational 
initiatives we put forward, she believed that if an accord 
could be reached on those points we would together have 
gone a long way toward closure. Regrettably, that was not 
to be. Minister Copps was told that settling with the Ukrai- 
nian Canadians would establish a precedent other com- 
munities would exploit. 

How odd. If the Japanese Canadian settlement did not 
establish a precedent, as we have always been told it hadn't, 
why would a Ukrainian Canadian one be any different? 
And what would be wrong with using our model to ad- 
dress other grievances? Ukrainian Canadians have never 
asked for an apology. It’s inappropriate to insist that 
present-day societies apologize for wrongs done decades 
ago by other people acting in very different circumstances. 
We also didn’t ask for compensation to individual survi- 
vors or to the community as a whole, despite the crippling 
legacy of the internment operations. Our campaign was 
always about memory, not money. Recognition of what 
happened and restitution of the contemporary value of that 
portion of the internees’ confiscated wealth that was never 
returned, with the latter sum used exclusively for memo- 
rial projects of the kinds we outlined, would not cost any 
taxpayer even one red cent in redress. You might think 
officialdom would caper to set such a precedent, so as to 
have it available for dealing with Chinese, Italian, Sikh, 
perhaps even Jewish old wounds. Instead someone high 
up thwarted us and undercut the Minister. Perhaps there is 
something to the notion that some senior bureaucrats are 
so pigheadedly Ukrainophobic that, save for our Uncle 
Toms, Ukrainian Canadians need not apply to the govern- 
ment, for anything. 

Just a few days before he finally left office Chretien 
forced an agreement through Cabinet that will see Queen 
Elizabeth П acknowledging the hardships of Le Grand 
Dérangement, the Great 1755 Expulsion of the Acadians. 
Perhaps this was a parting sop to Copps, who has Acadian 
roots. While I have no quarrel with recalling wrongs done 
before Canada even existed, including misdeeds perpe- 
trated by the forces of one imperial power against the ci- 
vilians of a defeated one, it seems more important to deal 
with the living, and with a Canadian, than with those who 
are neither. 

So Mary will have to wait. She is 95. If the government 
of the Right Honourable Paul Martin is truly different from 
that of his predecessor it must act soon to conclude what 
Copps started but was kept from finishing. Let us remem- 
ber what a great Canadian once said: “We must be just 
today.” 

Dr Luciuk is the author of In Fear of the Barbed Wire 
Fence: Canada’s First National Internment Operations 
and the Ukrainians Canadians, 1914-1920 (Kashtan Press, 
2001). 


Prytulak wins one case 


CJC now attempting to shut down 


Ukrainian Canadian web site 


By Mirko Petriw, Kontakt 

Lubomyr Prytulak of Vancouver has won his case in the Cali- 
fornia Court of Appeal. Lubomyr had been frivolously sued by 
Steven Rambam for alleged defamation and “false light invasion 
of privacy” by posting on his Ukrainian Archive website 
<www.ukar.org>, information about Rambam that was originally 
published by “Levy and the JDO”. - 

Dr. Prytulak defended himself by mail, with extensive use of 
the Internet, by challenging the jurisdiction of the court. The Cali- 
fornia Court of Appeal has now overturned the original verdict of 
the Superior Court of Los Angeles County on just this basis. 

“New York private investigator, Steven Rambam, was at one 
time the golden boy of the Canadian Jewish Congress with his claim 
that he had effortlessly recorded fifty confessions of Nazi war crimi- 
nality from Canadians, a claim which he broadcast to tens of mil- 
lions of viewers of the television programs 60 Minutes and The 
Editors,” explained Prytulak. 

“This claim I debunked on my web site.. as the ‘Rambam-Abella 
Fifty Confessions Hoax.’ Few people at the time seemed to notice 
that Rambam’s claim was both implausible and unproven, or that 
in fact Rambam had spent eight years of his youth in a psychiatric 
facility, or that he had served 22 months in federal prison for trans- 
porting firearms and explosives across State lines (as part of a 
Mossad bombing campaign against Soviet targets to pressure the 
Soviets to relax emigration restrictions on Jews), or that journalist 
Robert I. Friedman had described him as “violence prone” and as a 
“psychopath. ’ 

“This is the Steven Rambam who filed a defamation complaint 
against me in the Los Angeles Superior Court on 02-Jan-2002, 
and which complaint was finally thrown out by the California Court 
of Appeal on 05-Jan-2004 on the ground that a California court 
had no business handing over the property of a Canadian to a New 
Yorker — in other words, no jurisdiction — which is what I had 
been shouting for the previous two years into the deaf ears of the 
lower-court judge.” 

This is a rare victory by a layman, not represented by counsel. 
Reaffirming Internet Law precedent, the story of Lubomyr’s de- 
fense makes excellent reading on the above-mentioned website. It 
took a man of Lubomyr’s legendary intelligence and courage to 
fight for truth and liberty in a land that has forgotten both. Freedom 
of the Internet is said to be the last hope for free speech. 

Currently, his Ukrainian Archive website is currently under at- 
tack by the Canadian Jewish Congress, which has launched a com- 
plaint through the Canadian Human Rights Commission. 

“This seems to be an attempt to shut down UKAR, not only for 
debunking the Fifty Confessions Hoax, but also for discrediting 
three key CJC personnel — Irving Abella (formerly War Crimes 
Chair, now National Honourary President), Moshe Ronen (Chair 
Board of Governors), and Bernie Farber (Executive Director) — 
and for daring to publish a Ukrainian view of the world (one of 
many Ukrainian views, to be sure) which clashes with the CJC 
view,” says Prytulak 
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Pereyaslav revival gains momentum 


(ITAR-TASS/BBC Monitoring Service)—The formation of a bloc of 
Ukraine’s centre-left political forces began at a Crimean assembly in 
Simferopol, Jan. 20. 

The assembly, which was dedicated to the 350th anniversary of the 
Ukraine’s reunification with Russia [so-called Pereyaslavska treaty, which 
is regarded in Ukraine as an uneasy alliance that paved the way to Ukraine’s 
incorporation into the Russian empire] and the day of the [Autonomous] 
Republic of Crimea, culminated in signing a cooperation agreement be- 
tween the Ukrainian nationwide movement called the Successors of [Ukrai- 
nian hetman] Bohdan Khmelnytskyy [headed by Crimean Communist 
leader MP Leonid Hrach] and the NGO called the Russian Movement of 
Ukraine. 

The two organizations will make efforts to create the united front of 
supporters of unification of Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, of the Single 
Economic Space [common market agreement between the three states and 
Kazakhstan] and of Ukraine’s foreign policy towards rapprochement with 
Russia and Belarus. 

They also spoke in favour of new cultural and language policy aimed at 
giving the Russian language an official status and against falsifying the 
history of the fatherland. 

“The new unification of Russia and Ukraine has begun in Crimea,” the 
leaders of the two organizations said. The assembly asked the Ukrainian 
and Russian authorities to draw up the legal requirements for creating the 
Single Economic Space. 

They also suggested that a nationwide referendum be held in Ukraine 
“on creating a union state on a new basis while preserving the sovereignty 
of its participants”. The assembly called on leftist parties and movements 
to have similar referendums held in Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. 
пининпинийниииииониииииииоюийниогюоюоюмоиюоиюиюм 
= Do you have a story to tell? 

Do you have a book that needs to be written, edited or published? 

Do you have family reunion books, family histories, personal 
stories, unusual adventures, or pioneer reminiscences 
that need to be recorded? 


Danny Evanishen 
Box 234, Summerland, BC VOH 1Z0 
(250) 494-3205 
danny@ethnic.be.ca www.ethnic.bc.ca 
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Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 
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Has Russia won in Kerch Straits dispute? 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—A Russian attempt last year to build a 
dam from its Krasnodar shore to the Ukrainian island 
of Tuzla provoked a bitter dispute, with Ukraine claim- 
ing its former imperial master was threatening its terri- 
torial integrity. 

Ukraine dispatched troops to defend Tuzla as it re- 
peatedly asked Russia to halt construction of a dam in 
the Kerch Strait, a narrow waterway with the Russian 
shore on its east and the Ukrainian Crimean Peninsula 
on the west. The strait allows passage from the Black 
Sea into the Sea of Azov. 

Russian authorities insisted the dam was needed for 
ecological reasons — to prevent erosion of the Rus- 
sian shoreline. But Ukraine suspected the dispute was 
engineered to force acceptance of an agreement over 
control over the Sea of Azov and access to it. 

Russia has had to pay fees for its ships to navigate a 
channel through the Kerch Straits. In addition, geolo- 
gists believe the Azov seabed is rich in oil and gas re- 
serves. 

The tension lasted from September until November 
as Russia ignored Ukrainian demands to halt the dam 
construction. The drama poisoned Ukrainian-Russian 
relations and threatened to smash plans for Ukraine to 
join a four-nation economic uniou with Russia, 
Kazakhstan, and Belarus called the Single Economic 
Space. 

Only after Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma cut 
short a visit to Brazil to talk with his Russian counter- 
part Vladimir Putin did the Russians stop extending 
the dam. 

The director of the Kyiv Institute of Political and 
Conflict Studies, Dr. Mykhaylo Pohrebynsky, a close 
adviser to the Ukrainian presidential administration, 
says that following talks between the two presidents, 
high-level working groups were set up. These have led 
to provisional agreements for division of the Sea of 
Azov and control over the navigable channels in the 
Kerch Straits. 

Pohrebynsky says he believes that the Russian eco- 
logical concerns were a pretext for action and that Mos- 
cow encouraged the drama to prevent Ukrainian legis- 
lators from adopting a law to treat the Azov Sea in a 
similar way to the Black Sea in respect of borders. There 
Ukrainian waters are separated from Russian waters 
by a neutral zone or international waters. 

Pohrebynsky said Russia was dismayed at the pros- 
pect of such an international zone, where for instance 
NATO ships could sail freely. Russia was keen to keep 
the Azov Sea’s status as that of an internal sea under 
the control of itself and Ukraine with no rights for any- 
one else. 

Pohrebynsky said the two presidents agreed not to 
take any unilateral steps that would cause tension over 
the waterways. Pohrebynsky believes that detailed 
agreements will be signed soon classifying the Sea of 


Azoy as an internal sea. “It’s going to be a unique sta- 
tus, unlike that of the Black Sea, and the Ukrainian 
civil servants who drew up proposals gave the Rus- 
sians a fright and thus the Russians used the dam as an 
argument that could prevent Ukraine from adopting 
certain decisions,” he said. Moreover, he noted that 
Ukraine wants to join NATO — “and this could cause 
Russia problems.” 

He says Ukraine had to compromise on important 
points. “Russia gets — and this may seem as if Ukraine 
has made a concession — the right to joint use of the 
channel. That was Russia’s fundamental aim to secure 
joint control with Ukraine,” Pohrebynsky said. 

Foreign, specifically NATO, warships cannot pass 
through the channel without Moscow’s permission 
under the agreements. Pohrebynsky says Russia, in re- 
turn, dropped its objections to delineating boundaries 
in the Sea of Azov. “The political agreement between 
the two presidents calls for Russia’s agreement to draw- 
ing up a frontier and not only on the sea bed but along 
its surface and above it, that is to say, the aim that 
Ukraine had pursued,” he said. “To finally fix a fron- 
tier between Ukraine and Russia — because this re- 
mained the last fragment of the border which had not 
been finally agreed upon.” 

At their meeting last month, Putin and Kuchma 
agreed to create a joint consortium to manage the Kerch 
Strait. Pohrebynsky says it is unclear whether Russia 
will have to continue paying fees for its ships to pass 
through the channel but Moscow will, in any case, con- 
tribute financially to the consortium. 

Although it appears to have been a compromise 
agreement, some in Ukraine inevitably feel that Kyiv 
lost out on the deal. Director Ivan Lozowy of the Insti- 
tute for Statehood and Democracy, an independent 
Kyiv-based think tank, is one them. “Undoubtedly, there 
was a winner and a loser,” he said. “The loser was 
Ukraine and I believe the defeat was complete. Not 
only was Tuzla Island given away — and at some point 
it will probably become a peninsula joined to the Rus- 
sian Federation by a dam — but even the division of 
the Azov Sea that Putin agreed to runs completely con- 
trary to any benefit for Ukraine.” 

Lozowy believes that Russian officials engineered 
the Tuzla crisis because they were confident they would 
get their way. “There is only one thing that triggered 
the Tuzla crisis and that is Ukraine’s weakness and [the] 
weakness of Ukraine’s government. In other words, 
Putin and his team knew in advance that Kuchma would 
agree to all their demands,” he said. 

Ukrainian parliament speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn said 
it is difficult to know when the Azov and Kerch agree- 
ments will be finalized because the documents are still 
being prepared. Pohrebynsky believes it will be done 
soon. He says it’s unclear what will become of the dam. 
Technical and ecological commissions have been set 
up to decide its fate. 


Kuchma’s health” A manipulative technology? 


By Olexander Sushko, Ukrainian Monitor, 19/01/04 

Leonid Kuchma’s return home has marked the long- 
est in the history of independent Ukraine period of ab- 
sence of Ukraine’s highest authority in his hearth and 
home. 

To start with, President Kuchma’s 22-days long Ger- 
man vacation lasted Dec. 27 through Jan. 17. Anumber 
of political events took place in this period coinciding 
with the New Year holidays, traditionally a dead sea- 
son for politics, ranging from the predicted (yet scan- 
dalous) decision of the Constitutional Court allowing 
Kuchma to run for a third term in office, to preposter- 
ous rumors of President’s fatal illness, which were in 
their zenith on Jan. 16. At this, one could notice this 
information was spread somewhat deliberately, purpose- 
fully and through all available information channels 

Indeed, information policy around Leonid Kuchma’s 
stay in Baden-Baden was ideal for appearance of such 
rumors. Not a single journalist was permitted to enter 
the Max Grundig’s Clinic where the head of state was 
undergoing therapy. It should be reminded that two 
months ago, when Kuchma underwent surgery in the 
Feofania Hospital, loyal journalists were allowed to 
visit the head of state in four days, in order to confirm 
his capacity for work. On the contrary, this time one 
can have an impression that someone is consciously 
organizing suitable to his interests coverage of 
President’s state of health. 

Kuchma’s appearance in the Boryspil airport on Jan. 
18 partially released the tension, although the Presi- 
dent was in comparatively bad looks and in no mood 
for interviews. Still, there remain grounds for various 
speculations, and there hasn’t been any official an- 
nouncements on the President’s state of health so far. 

While prior to this, forecasts of transfer of power in 
Ukraine were concerned with analogical situations in 
Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan or even Romania, now 
there emerged the phantom of the “Croatian scenario” 


(the authoritarian ex-president of Croatia Franjo 
Tudzhman died from cancer in 1999 giving way to 
democratic transformations in his country). 

We assume that the rumors on Kuchma’s fatal ill- 
ness are an artificially created manipulation technol- 
ogy aimed at provoking interested political persons to 
make certain preliminary moves. If this is true, the situ- 
ation will be suspended for several more weeks, per- 
haps as long as until the final resolution of the consti- 
tutional reform issue. Only then the final decision will 
be taken as to who will become the power’s candidate 
at the presidential elections and whether the head of 
state will resign. 

If President Kuchma is gravely ill, the successor’s 
issue will become the key problem of the next few 
months before the elections. In case he gets disabled, 
the Donetsk Clan will lay a legitimate claim of abso- 
lute power through interim presidency of Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yanukovyuch envisaged by the Constitu- 
tion. This scenario is unlikely to please the SDPU(u), 
which will strive for informal arrangements on Viktor 
Medvedchuk’s unofficial regency until the presiden- 
tial elections. Although the President turned up alive 
on Jan. 18, this scenario shouldn’t be ruled out com- 
pletely. 

In either of the cases one shouldn’t expect appear- 
ance of convincing and final disproof of rumors on 
Kuchma’s illness in the nearest future. Even suppos- 
ing that these rumors emerged spontaneously and have 
no grounds, they have already become a perfect tool 
for manipulating the government and the parliament, 
the majority and the opposition, the political elite and 
the public opinion alike. Most likely, this manipula- 
tion is aimed at confusing the leading political players 
and creating of a favorable psychological and infor- 
mational background for strengthening of positions of 
those who know the truth of President’s state of health 
and realize their goals for the year 2004. 
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Canadian honoured as опе ої! 


Ukraine’s *‘People of the Year’’ 


(UCCLA)—Korrespondent, one of Ukraine’s most 
influential newsmagazines, named Canada’s Professor 
Lubomyr Luciuk one of the country’s “People of the 
Year” for 2003. 

Dr Luciuk is the director of research for the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association. The orga- 
nization was credited with starting the campaign to strip 
Walter Duranty of his Pulitzer Prize. 

Duranty was а reporter for The New York Times who 
knowingly lied about the genocidal Great Famine, or 
Holodmor, in Ukraine in 1932 and 1933. He won the 
award the same year millions of Ukrainians were dy- 
ing from starvation and famine-related illnesses. 

Under the title “Fighter for fairness,” Luciuk was 
recognized as a finalist for person of the year by the 
magazine’s editorial board for urging the Pulitzer board 
to “do the right thing,” and for mobilizing Ukrainian 

communities inside and outside Ukraine to send their 


thoughts straight to the committee. 

“To be mentioned in Korrespondent is an unexpected 
but pleasant honour,” said Luciuk. “It shows that some 
people in Ukraine are keen on bringing to justice those 
who perpetrated the Holodomor, and bringing to the 
world’s attention those who helped cover it up, like 
Walter Duranty, The Times and the Pulitzer commit- 
eet 

The campaign ended unsuccessfully, as the Pulitzer 
Board decided that Duranty would keep his award for 
excellence in journalism. The news came on Noy, 21, 
the day before the horrors of the man-made famine are 
commemorated around the world. 

Korrespondent has a circulation of 50,000 people, 
with thousands more checking the magazine’s Web site 
daily. Viktor Yushchenko and Viktor Medvechuk, two 
Ukrainian politicians, were named “Persons of the 
Year” in the same issue. 


UCC Toronto endorses Wrzesnewskyj 


(UCC Toronto)}—Markian Shwec, President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Toronto Branch, has ex- 
pressed his delight upon learning of the candidacy of 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj for the Liberal nomination for the 
federal riding of Etobicoke-Centre in Toronto. This is 
the seat formerly held by Alan Rock, who was recently 
appointed Canada’s Ambassador to the United Nations. 

"І was very pleased to hear that Borys has formally 
declared his intention to enter the race. He has been 
laying the foundation for a successful bid for the nomi- 
nation for quite some time. The Executive of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress, Toronto Branch, is pleased 
that a leading member of the Ukrainian community has 
undertaken such a significant challenge. We wish him 
every success” said Markian Shwec, President of UCC 


— Toronto. 

“Borys has an extensive record of involvement in 
the Ukrainian Canadian community, and has been a 
driving force in encouraging Canadians of Ukrainian 
descent to become involved in the political process. Of 
particular significance has been the mentoring he has 
provided to our students, the leaders of the future,” said 
Alexandra Chyczij, a member of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Liberal Committee, which was founded by Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj. 

“Borys deserves our support as he will be facing 
stiff competition for the nomination from individuals 
who will try to capitalize on what is expected to be a 
landslide victory for Paul Martin’s Liberals in the 
spring.” 


Alberta Ukrainian Canadian 
Liberal Committee planned 


(UkrNews)—Encouraged by the success of the 
Toronto-based Ukrainian Canadian Liberal Commit- 
tee in bringing the community’s issues forward, a group 
of Edmonton-area Liberals is planning to organize a 
similar group for Alberta. 

The inaugural meeting of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Liberal Committee of Alberta is set for Sunday, Feb. 1, 
2004, at 2 p.m. in the meeting room adjacent to St. 
John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church Auditorium, at 
10611-110 Ave. in Edmonton. The topic for discussion 
will be the upcoming federal election. 


The purpose of the group wili be to raise issues of 
concern to the Ukrainian community in Canada within 
the Liberal Party, and to promote the participation of 
Ukrainian Canadians in the political process. 

Last year the Toronto group organized a meeting with 
current Prime Minister Paul Martin and the Ukrainian 
community in Toronto during the leadership race, then 
elected 22 delegates to the leadership convention. 

These delegates buttonholed several key figures at 
the convention to bring forward the community’s con- 
cers. 


UWC seeks Medvedchuk’s dismissal 


(UWC)—Following up on the VIII UWC Congress 
venue fiasco, the Ukrainian World Congress wrote to 
Chief of Presidential Administration Viktor 
Medvedchuk requesting an explanation, inasmuch as 
the original Congress site is within his jurisdiction. 

Having failed to receive even the courtesy of a reply, 
the Executive Board in December 2003 decided to wait 
an additional 30 days for a response, and failing that, 
to request that President Kuchma dismiss his chief of 
staff. 

The UWC’s argumentation is as follows: the UWC 
entered into a binding contract with the Ukrainian Home 
to hold its VIII Congress from Aug. 19-21, 2003 and 
made the requisite deposit; two weeks prior to the event 


the UWC was notified that the Ukrainian Home re- 
scinds the contract because of imminent renovations; 
the Ukrainian Home falls within the jurisdiction of the 
Presidential Administration; throughout the ordeal the 
UWC intervened with representatives of the Presiden- 
tial Administration insisting on contractual obligations; 
the UWC was compelled to contract for alternate ac- 
commodations; these events were followed up with a 
demand for an explanation from Chief of Presidential 
Administration Medvedchuk; there has been no re- 
sponse. 

The UWC’s formal request for Medvedchuk’s dis- 
missal was forwarded to President Kuchma on Jan. 5, 
2004. 


UWC seeks Kuchma’s support for Diaspora bill 


(UWC)—Following a surprising veto of the recently 
passed Verkhovna Rada bill on the status of “zakordonni 
ukrayintsi” by the President of Ukraine, the UWC has 
written to the President seeking a reversal of his posi- 
tion. 

In a letter to President Kuchma, UWC President 
Askold S. Lozynskyj pointed to a number of incongru- 
ities in the position taken by the President’s legal advi- 
sors, in particular, a lack of understanding that the 
“zakordonni ukrayintsi” are an integral part of the 


Ukrainian nation, albeit without the rights of citizen- 
ship, and substantially more than simply foreigners. 

The President’s veto was supported primarily by ar- 
guments of alleged contravention of existing purported 
definitions of the Ukrainian nation and provisions for 
foreigners both in the Constitution and in other Ukrai- 
nian legislation. Lozynskyj’s letter concludes with an 
appeal to the President to personally revisit this issue 
as the veto appears to contradict his prior support for 
the legislation. 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


personalized designs MONUMENTBUILDERS 
BGM serving Albertans with dignity ат 


for over 36 years OF NORTH AMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
witha 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car " Senior Citizen Discounts + Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


11708-135A Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1L5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email: ristours@shawbiz.ca 


Ukraine Tours 2004 


June 26-July 11 "Experience England, Ireland, Scotland & Wales" 

June 7-21 15 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 

July 5-20 16 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 

July 19-Aug.2 15 day all-inclusive tour of Ukraine's Crimea 

July 5-Aug.2 29 day all-inicusive tour of Wester Ukraine 
and Ukraine's Crimea 

15 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 


R.J,'s Tours 


Aug.9-23 


All our tours are escorted from Canada by Robert J. Tomkins 
and include all taxes, visa, meals, and admissions to all special 
events. We have our own staff in Ukraine, fluent in English, 
and they accompany us on all tours. We stay in quality hotels 
and utilize a modern Mercedes Bus complete with air 
conditioning and washrooms. 


For detailed brochures on any of the above tours please call 
or email us at R.J.'s Tours. 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 
Thursday and Friday from 8-9 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


"Where your perfect vacation begins" 


Park. 
Memorial, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD” 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 
(adjacent to funeral home) " 
+ family owned since 1941 " 


= prearranged funeral specialists 


є wheelchair accessible " 


426-0050 " 24 HRS. 
9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit us at: 


www.parkmemorial.com 


Jerry Smolyk, Owner 


Bob Greschuk, General Manager 
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Pearson College students. Left to Right: Agata, Holland; Thomas, New 
Zealand; Samira, Canada; Ashwin, India; Anna, Ukraine; Togi, Mongolia 


Student from Mykolayiv 
relates her term at 
Victoria’s Pearson College 


I cannot believe it! Today is the last day of school before we all leave 
for our Christmas break. For the next three weeks we will be away from 
Pearson College and its busy college life. My three roommates are run- 
ning around trying to pack all of their belongings before they leave to- 
morrow. Carly, a first year student from Canada, is going back home to 
Manitoba; Lowri, a second year student, cannot wait until she sees her 
family in Wales, and Alessandra, also a second year, from Honduras is 
leaving for Toronto and then back to warm South America. 

As for me, J am spending this Christmas with my host family in Victoria: 
Mr. and Mrs. P. Shostak. My name is Anna Shapovalova. I will turn 18 in 
January and I am a student from Mykolayiv, a city close to Odesa in 
Ukraine. It is impossible to believe but it has already been four months 
since I first arrived at Lester B. Pearson College in Victoria, BC. Pearson 
is one of ten United World Colleges (UWC). The others are in India, Wales, 
Italy, the USA, South Africa, Singapore, Norway, Venezuela and Hong 
Kong. I happened to be one of 200 students from more than 85 different 
countries who came to Pearson College for a two-year program. We are 
all here on a full scholarship. Students are selected on merit rather than on 
ability to pay. My scholarship is provided by the Ukrainian Scholarship 
endowment fund, which was established by the Ukrainian Studies Soci- 
ety in Victoria. Thanks to this scholarship I am the eighth student from 
Ukraine to attend Pearson College. 

Besides our very busy study schedule at the college our learning envi- 
ronment also included one week at Bamfield, BC, a charming West Coast 
fishing village in the heart of Barkley Sound. We spent a week exploring 
the West Coast and Keeha beach trails. Then in the last week of October 
all students left for project week. For most of us this was a week of new 
experiences in the Canadian community. I chose to spend my project week 
in Parksville, BC, as an ambassador for my country. Each day I was at 
Parksville Elementary School where I talked to children about Ukraine 
and what it is like to be an international student at Pearson College. I will 
never forget all the thanks from teachers and children for bringing the 
information about my world to their school and community. When I was 
leaving I felt like a part of myself was missing but I also knew that I had 
gained a lot in terms of new connections and unforgettable memories. 

Back at the college, life was very busy with all the classes, activities, 
meetings, and homework. I am taking six courses: Anthropology, English, 
Ukrainian Self-Taught, French, Mathematics, and Chemistry. These courses 
are all part of the International Baccalaureate program. 

Thinking back now, I see how fast and unpredictable change can be in 
our lives. A year ago I was finishing my last year in high school, com- 
pletely unaware of UWC’s existence. I first learned about the UWC pro- 
gram from one of the numerous e-mails that I received. The selection 
process began when І printed out an application form and sent it off to the 
Ukrainian National Committee in Kyiv. Phase two involved my going for 
an interview and meeting the members of the selection committee. It was 
comprised of UWC’s alumni. Olena Yanchuk, the first student from 
Ukraine to go to Pearson, was now the chairperson of the selection com- 
mittee. Five scholarships were offered for Ukrainian students: Canada, 
Norway, the USA, and two to Italy. I was selected to go to Canada. 

So far have not regretted any of the decisions I made to come to Pearson 
College. It is a great place to challenge myself and learn what my limita- 
tions are. The college brings out one’s hidden strengths and weaknesses, 
and completely changes some of one’s perspectives. I realized that the 
world is actually smaller than we think; no matter how hard we try to 
isolate ourselves by setting borders and building walls, we are still a part 
of the whole and it is up to us as to what we make of it. I am really glad I 
have a chance to understand this, and I truly hope that other Ukrainian 
students will also have an opportunity to experience the international com- 
munity. We never appreciate or even know how much we have to share 
and learn; we forget about others, selfishly enjoying the solitude of our 
everyday routine, and rarely question why we do this. But once we leave 
and see new places and meet new people it all becomes clear and we can 
see new ways and better solutions. I think it is tue for people from all 
over the world and places like Pearson College help us to realize how 
much we miss if we do not open our minds to the outside world. 

I am looking forward to the rest of the time I have left at the college. I 
really enjoy challenging myself and pushing my limits forward, and this 
is exactly what Pearson is about. Recently I was selected along with three 
other students to represent our college at a leadership/activism confer- 
ence to be held in Toronto on Jan. 26-27. In the meantime I am very ex- 
cited about spending my first Christmas in Canada. 


BC hosts Sheve 


(UCFTS)—A wet cloudy day 
greeted the members of the 
Shevchenko Foundation Board of 
Directors as they set out on a series 
of meetings in Vancouver, Rich- 
mond and Kelowna, British Colum- 
bia on Nov. 29 — Dec. 1. Despite the 
gloomy weather the activities being 
undertaken throughout BC, during 
the weekend excited the Board as 
they commenced their meeting. 

First on the agenda was the re- 
view of 34 grant applications. This 


1| bi-annual activity allows the Foun- 


dation to see how many dynamic 
individuals and organizations are 
within our community, and provides 
them with a better understanding of 
how critical ongoing support for 
such activities are throughout 
Canada. 

Friday evening also presented a 
special opportunity for board mem- 
bers to view a video, created by 
Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn and Irka 
Balan, related to the life and times 
of Vasyl Avramenko. Sembaliuk 
Cheladyn was present to review this 
historical account concerning an in- 
dividual, who many call, “The Fa- 
ther of Ukrainian Dance in Canada.” 
Through initial seed money from the 
Foundation, the account of 
ДАугатепко is being told throughout 
the country acknowledging his mul- 
tifaceted contribution to Ukrainian 
Canadian arts and culture. This op- 
portunity to see the completed prod- 
uct allowed board members to re- 
member family and friends who had 
the privilege of studying under 
Avramenko, look at photographs 
and read accounts about his work. 

In order to ensure ongoing 
growth and success, the Foundation 
requires prudent stewardship of re- 
sources and a vision for a better to- 
morrow. It was this task that the 
board members undertook as they 
began their deliberations on Satur- 
day. A full review of investments 
and financial projections were pre- 
sented to the board, with every in- 
dication that another solid year of 
support from the community is at 
hand. Following a break for lunch 
Paulette Macquarrie led members in 
a planning session. Planning ses- 
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henko Foundation directors 


Veselka Dancers entertain UCFTS Board members in Kelowna. 


sions provide a special opportunity 
to review initiatives currently under- 
way, brainstorm ideas for future con- 
sideration and development, while 
ensuring that the objectives of the 
organization are strengthened in the 
process. This intense afternoon pro- 
vided the environment for the devel- 
opment of a three-year plan for the 
Foundation in order to continue to 
grow, respond and support the work 
of the community. 

Sunday, Board members gath- 
ered in Richmond to meet with 
members of the community at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Society of Ivan 
Franko. 

Following a presentation by 
President Andrew Hladyshevsky on 
the work being carried out by the 
Foundation and an overview of the 
work being carried out by the Invest- 
ment Committee by its Chair, Wally 
Shoemay, the Ukrainian Cultural 
Society of Ivan Franko presented 
Hladyshevsky with a donation of 
$200.00 as a gesture of appreciation 
and ongoing support for the work 
of the Foundation. 

The event concluded with the 
presentation, on behalf of the Foun- 
dation, of a support cheque to 
Svitanok Performing Arts Society of 
BC by Hladyshevsky. In making this 
presentation the Foundation Presi- 
dent highlighted the extensive work 
undertaken by the Performing Arts 


Society. He stressed how necessary 
it is to bring Ukrainian Canadians 
together, to show the strength and 
vibrancy of the community, and how 
effective programs such as this have 
been in spreading the word through- 
out Canada. 

The day concluded with the 
viewing of a new video concerning 
the life and times of Avramenko. 
This vignette provides a concise and 
thoughtful look at the life work of 
ДугатепкКо. As with the presenta- 
tion made earlier in the weekend to 
the board members, members of the 
Richmond community were able to 
relive memories of how this cultural 
visionary touched their lives, or the 
life of a member of their family. 

What a better way of beginning a 
new workweek than flying to 
Kelowna. Board members received 
a warm “Okanagan Valley” wel- 
come. They enjoyed a robust perfor- 
mance by the Ukrainian School of 
Language and Culture and by the 
Veselka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble. 
This group of energetic and dedi- 
cated performers demonstrates what 
a valuable role young people play 
within our community. Like so 
many dance companies across the 
country, Veselka excels in playing a 
force within the arts and cultural 
community of Kelowna. 
Hladyshevsky spoke on the activi- 
ties of the Shevchenko Foundation. 


Dauphin Festival Choir delights Yorkton audience 


Ukrainian residents of Yorkton, Sask., and area were 
treated to the vibrant voices of Canada’s National Ukrai- 
nian Festival Choir of Dauphin, Man., on Nov. 23 at 
the Anne Portnuff Theatre in the Regional High School 
in Yorkton. 

Guest performers with the Choir were students of 
the Ukrainian Dance Ensembles “Kalyna” and 
“Troyanda” of Yorkton and the electrifying band 
“Zabava’’ of Dauphin. 

Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival Choir has been 
in existence since the inception of Canada’s National 
Ukrainian Festival in 1966, performing each year at 
the Annual Festival Grandstand Shows. The aims of 
the Choir are to preserve and promote the heritage and 
the richness of the Ukrainian Culture through music 
and song, along with the dazzling colorful authentic 
costuming. All these aims were illustriously represented 
on stage during their performance. 

For the first two years of its inception, the Choir was 
under the direction of Dr. Pawlo Macenko, followed 
by Helen Henderson, who directed the Choir until 2001, 
when she retired. Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Nicholas 
Orest Rauliuk is the present Director and he brings with 
him an extensive knowledge and love of Ukrainian 
Culture and music. 

Now in its 38th year, the tie that continues to bind 
the Choir together is that of friendship, love of singing 
and love of Ukrainian Culture. Membership of the Choir 
comprises of singers from the Ukrainian Catholic and 
Ukrainian Orthodox Parishes of Dauphin, Ethelbert, 
Gilbert Plains and surrounding areas. As well as per- 
forming throughout Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Ontario, 
British Columbia and the USA, the Choir is well known 
for its production of the “Ukrainian Wedding” video, 
which is being sold across Canada and the USA. 


The choral repertoire of folks songs were intertwined 
with Ukrainian Dances depicting the Bukovynian, 
Hutzul and Volyn regions of Ukraine, and also with 
the “Zabava” orchestra which played several interludes 
of melodies to get one’s toes tapping. The Choir has a 
wonderful, wonderful accordion accompaniment in the 
person of Betty Shewchuk. The Troyanda Sextet, with 
their beautiful voices, enhanced the afternoon program. 
Featured soloists were Taras Rauliuk and Dobrodiyka 
Jeannette Rauliuk who with their beautiful singing 
voices enraptured the audience. A comedy pantomime 
to the song "Вел sirom pirohi” was enacted by Edward 
Lyseyko, Joanne Kukurudz, Taras Rauliuk and Ryan 
Rauliuk. 

MC was Rose Kaminsky, who had the pleasure of 
expressing the worthy accolades to all the performers 
of this program, who displayed their talent wholeheart- 
edly. The large audience in the Theatre sanctioned her 
comments with applauses and standing ovations. A very 
special guest, Archbishop Stefan Meniok from Donetsk, 
Ukraine was in the audience. Rev. Fr. Nicholas extended 
a most sincere welcome to our guest from Ukraine. 

Towards the end of the program, a delightful mo- 
ment was portrayed. Rev. Fr. Nicholas Orest called on 
former Choir Director, Helen Henderson who also at- 
tended the concert, to enter the stage. While he was 
sincerely thanking and congratulating Henderson on 
her tireless, productive work with the Choir for over 
30 years, three year old Nicholas Rauliuk (Fr. Nicho- 
las’ grandson) ran up to Henderson and presented her 
with a bouquet of roses. 

The program was concluded with the Ukrainian Na- 
tional Anthem. The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Yorkton Branch sponsored this event. 

Most pleased Audience Observer Sempara 
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Оуег 500 attend Vohon’s 


Malanka in the mountains 


(UkrNews)—About 520 people attended the Eight 
Annual Vohon Ukrainian Malanka at Jasper Park Lodge 
in Jasper National Park, Jan. 9-11. 

“Tt was a huge success,” says Tammy Komarnisky, 
Malanka Committee Chair for the Vohon Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble Society. 

“We're very happy with the turnout and the program 
went very well,” she added. 

The weekend was organized by the Vohon Ukrai- 
nian dance Ensemble, the headline entertainers, with 
its partners the Jasper Park Lodge and the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village. 

Other entertainers included the Alberta Zirka Ukrai- 
nian Performers Association from Calmar; Eddie 
Chwill and his band; the Edmonton School of Ukrai- 
nian Dance; musician Jonathan Hlus; the High Prairie 
Ukrainian Dancers; the Kalabai band from Vegreville; 
the St. Nicholas Parish Junior Choir from Edmonton; 


musicians Mykola and Andrij Nykyforuk; the Two Hills 
Ukrainian Dancers; the Trixie Chicks quartet from 
Edmonton and the Verkhovyna Choir from the 
Verkhovyna Song and Dance Ensemble from 
Edmonton. 

Several artisans exhibited at a fair. These included 
artist Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn, author Danny 
Evanishen, potter Jean Healey and Sally Trefanenko, 
with her collection of dolls sporting authentic Ukrai- 
nian regional costumes 

The highlight of the weekend was the Gala Malanka 
Dinner and Dance. Other attractions included a wel- 
come celebration, a Celebration of Culture, caroling, a 
children’s program, a skating party and Ukrainian Win- 
ter Olympics, as well as a visit from St. Nicholas. 

The culmination of the weekend was a Divine Lit- 
urgy and Feast of Jordan Water Blessing on Lac 
Beauvert. 


Counterclockwise from directly above (Photos by Marco Levytsky unless 
otherwise noted): Vohonetz from the Edmonton School of Dance; High 
Prairie Ukrainian Dancers; Vohon Hopak; Vohon regional dance; St. 
Nicholas Parish Junior Choir performing Malanka skit (Photo —Dale 
Mandrusiak); Verkhovyna Choir (Photo — Kelly Kope). 


"Тре Passionate War” Exhibit 


(Shevchenko Museum)—This unique exhibit features battle-action art 
of the 1936-1939 Spanish civil War, a video of the October 20th, 2001, 
unveiling of the Ottawa National Monument to the Mackenzie-Papineau 
Battalion and the Canadian volunteers of the International Brigades in 
Spain, poetry by and about the Canadian volunteer citizen-soldiers, many 
of their signatures, and more. 

The public is invited to the exhibit reception-opening at the Shevchenko 
Museum, 1614 Bloor Street West, Toronto, on Sunday, March 7th, 2004, 
at 4:00 p.m. Additional showings will be held from Tuesday, March 9th to 
Sunday, March 14th from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

For further information please phone 416-534-8662 from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. 


Welcome to the Shevchenko Museum! 
Ласкаво Просимо до Музею Шевченка! 


Open Monday to Friday 
9:30 am - Noon 
Wednesday & Thursday 
from 1 pm to 4 pm 
Groups by Appointment 


Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6P 1A7 
tel: 416 534-8662 
fax: 416 535-1063 


Museum ... Art Gallery ... Library 


FREE ADMISSION - DONATION APPRECIATED 
Visit us at www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/ 


CANIMPEX INC. 


Alona Nykolyshyn 
Ph: (780) 458-8642 


Write: P.O. Box 58035 
Edmonton, AB 
T5L 4Z4 


or Call: 


власники книгарень 


(Deutsche УУеПе)- Власники книгарень на Прикарпатті, що тор- 
гують україномовними виданнями, протестують проти запровадження 
податку на продаж українських книг. 

Згідно з постановою Верховної Ради, з першого січня книгарні, що 
торгують україномовними виданнями, сплачують податок на додану 
вартість. Це означає, що книги українською мовою в середньому 
подорожчають на 20 відсотків. Російськомовна література таким 
чином стане значно дешевшою за українську. І це при тому, що 
україномовним книгам належить лише 8% книжкового ринку. 

Видавці та власники книгарень на Івано-Франківщині заявили, що 

розпорядження, підписані президентом, про надання пільг українським 
видавцям не діють. Коментуючи прийняття постанови, власник івано- 
франківської книгарні "Українська книга" Ігор Майгутяк наголосив, 
що його книгарня таким чином опиняється на межі банкрутства, як 1 
десятки інших книгарень. Зараз власники видавництв, які друкують 
книги українською мовою, готують звернення до депутатів Верховної 
Ради, для того щоб вони скасували своє рішення. Видавці та власники 
книгарень переконані, що прийняття такої постанови - це черговий 
наступ на національну культуру. 


LAWYERS 
BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
ог Broda 
13723 - 93 Street. Edmonton, AB TSE 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 
Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
QEHTUCTU ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


HOLYK'S 


Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 
#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 
Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 


(780) 420-1510 12123 -54 Street 
Extended Hours: Edmonton, AB TSW 3N4 


Wednesday afternoons & evenin 
Saturday appointments oe Ph one: (780) 477-367 4 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


АДВОКАТИ 


Говоримо по-українському 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


слідкують за подіями в ue 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати i ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися 13 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, будь 
ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 


Address 
City 


Це дарунок від: 


IHW: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): 565.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]}) 


Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 


В Канаді: 


Ukrainian News 

Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 

Tel: (780) 488-3693 Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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Ha Прикарпатті протестують | Mi вже 10 років в Канаді... 


Канадське Об'єднання Українців з Колишньої 
Югославії відзначило свій ювілей 


(КОУКЮ) -Канадське Об'єднання Українців 3 
Колишньої Югославії відзначило 10-ліття прибуття 
другої хвилі українців з кол. Югославії до Канади. 

Минуло вже 10 років відколи перші українські бі- 
женці з колишньої Югославії почали прибувати до 
Канади. Прямували вони переважно до Алберти, але 
значна кількісь опинилася і в Онтаріо - Торонті, 
Гамільтоні та Гуелфі. Канадське Об'єднання Україн- 
ців Колишньої Югославії з осідком в Торонті, 
вирішило в урочистий спосіб відзначити цей 
скромний ювілей. 22 листопада 2003 року в Торонті 
відбувся святочний бенкет та забава, з участю 
багатьох гостей. 

Почеснимни гістьми вечора були о. Михайло 
Планчак з Едмонтону. Річард Колач, колишній 
офіцер канадської армії який служив миротворпем 
в Боснії і Хорватії, Євген Дувалко, від Канадсько- 
Української Іміграційнії Служби, представники 
Централі Суспільної Служби Українців Канади з 
головою п. Боженою Іванусів. Привіт від Конгресу 
Українців Канади, відділ Торонто, приніс заступник 
голови КУК Торонто пан Богдан Миндюк. 

До присутніх найперше звернувся голова 
КОУКЮ диякон Михайло Ляхович. У своїй mpo- 
мові він щиро подякував усім тим, які в силу своїх 
можливостей помагали новоприбулим імігрантам, 
так як Іміграційній Службі, Суспільній Службі, 
Конгресу Українців Канади. Особливу подяку він 
висловив першій хвилі імігрантів з Югославії, які 
до Канади прибули в далекі 50-ті роки. Для них 
прозвучало грімке "Многая літа". 

До присутніх потім звернулися Богдан Миндюк з 
КУК-у, Євген Дувалко Канадсько-Української 
Іміграційної Служби, Річард Колач, та о. Михайло 
Планчак. 

Дувалко підкрислив, що був вражений фактомж 
що українці, які приходили з кол. Югославії одні 
другим помагали, а Іміграційна Служба тут являлася 
тільки посередником. Він закінчив свою промову 
висловом: "Дякуємо, що ви прийшли". 


О. Планчак наголосив на потребі зберігати свою 
тотожність, не забувати те, що нам передали наші 
діди, які до Боснії прибули з іконою Пресвятої 
Богородиці. 

Опісля голова КОУКЮ Ляхович і заступник 
голови інженер Петро Гемон вручили подячні 
грамоти Централі Суспільної Служби Українців 
Канади на руки голові Божені Іванусів, Канадсько- 
Українській Іміграційній Службі на руки Дувалка 
та Колачу. 

У мистецькій частині програми присутні мали 
нагоду привітати актора Петра Гринчишина, який 
виконав ролю діда Панаса Бездольного. Він у 
дотепний спосіб прочитав листа від діда Панаса, а 
до речі від Павла Головчука, нашого відомого поета 
i гумориста 3 Дев'ятини, який тепер проживає в 
Мюнхені. 

Опісля виступив чоловічий октет, у виконанні 
якого пролунало аж три пісні. Вони були 
нагороджені бурхливими оплесками. 

Вечір закінчився гучною забавою до якої 
пригравала оркестра "Байда". 

Програмою дуже вміло провадила Надія Ляхович. 
Наступного дня в неділю 23 листопада о годині 12 
дня в церкві Святої Покрови у Бурлінгтоні відбулася 
Благодарна Служба Божа у співслужінні о. 
Планчака, о. пароха Зенона Вальницького та о. 
диякона Ляховича. Після Служби Божої відспівано 
Панахиду по душах жертв Голодомору 1932-33 років 
та всіх тих українців, які стали жертвами грома- 
дянської війни у кол. Югославії. 

Після Богослужень у парафіяльній залі відбулася 
зустріч з о. Планчаком при каві і солодкім. 

Святкування 10-ої річниці прибуття другої хвилі 
українців з кол. Югославії до Канади відбулося гідно 
і на високому рівні. Мигідно себе зарепрезентували 
i показали що ми спроможні стати рівноправними 
членами ширшої української громади і канадського 
суспільства. 


Конституційний 


процес в Україні 


та президентські вибори 2004 


Заява СКУ 

Українська діяспора пильно стежить за подіями в 
Україні та радіє кожному успіхові, та сумує над 
невдачами. Тому діяспора проявляє велике зацікав- 
лення політичними процесами в Україні. Для нас 
дуже важливо, щоб громадяни України мали вільну 
можливість проявити свій вибір у процесі який є 
прозорий; щоби обранець народу відчував та пере- 
живав за свій народ та щоб він зумів вести історич- 
ний курс так, щоб український народ зажив кращим 
життям, не гіршим від других європейських демо- 
кратичних народів. 

Найважливійшою внутрішньо-політичною подією 
в Україні 2004 року будуть вибори Президента. У 
демократичному суспільстві немає кращого процесу 
чим можливість надана законом громадянинові да- 
ної країни обирати свого представника чи представ- 
ників, а тим більше, коли йдеться про Президента 
держави. В молодій Україні це вчетверте народ мати- 
ме нагоду сказати, хто буде його Президентом, хто 
буде основним гарантом його прав та свобід, хто очо- 
лить політично-економічні та духовно-культурні 
процеси та тим самим намагатиметься задовольнити 
його вищі життєві прагнення та побутові потреби. 

Сьогоднішні процеси в України, щодо т.зв. Конс- 
титуційної реформи, ставлять процес прояву волі 
народу у дещо загадковій площині. Ясно, що навкола 
прямого чи непрямого виявлення волі народу, чи 
Україні більше підходить президентсько-парлямент- 
ська чи парляментсько-президентська система, 
дискусія корисна і повинна продовжуватися серед 
найширшого круга населення. Старання приспішити 
темп дискусії, щодо змін основного закону України, 
тобто прийняти зобовязання або змінити сам харак- 
тер президентського вибору вже у цьому році, 
відбирає від народу набуте право виявити свою 
волю. Коли український народ у 2002 році обирав 
своїх представників до Верховної Ради, він не міг 
передбачити, що ці народні обранці можуть 
позбавити народ права обирати свого Президента - 
головного представника та гаранта прав і свобід 
згідно з основним законом. Тому ми вважаємо, що 


нехай дискусія над зміною Конституції продовжу- 
ється закономірним темпом, a THM часом нехай народ 
обирає свого Президента з всіма повновластями в 
цьому році, а обраний Президент буде гарантом 
чесних та прозорих парламентських виборів у 2006 
році. В такому випадку народ України та його 
обранці матимуть достатньо часу продумати усі 
наслідки конституційних реформ. 

Беручи під увагу, що часто у суспільстві, де націо- 
нальне відродження тільки розпочинається, де 
демократія відносно молода, де відбуваються великі 
зміни, це одночасно може бути нагодою для значних 
зловживань, В цей час, як притаманно нашому наро- 
дові, зявляються чимало добрих і сумлінних осіб, 
котрі бажають допомогти народові. Важливо, щоб 
цей історичний період не використали, як писав 
Тарас Шевченко "злії люди" для власної користі. З 
цієї причини ми звертаємось до тих, хто засуджують 
тоталітарну комуністичну минувшину та сьогод- 
нішні надуживання олігархів, котрі ставлять добро 
народу понад власні користі, для яких дорогим є 
українська національна християнська духовність, 
котра втримала наш народ впродовж віків незважа- 
ючи на нелюдське знущання різних окупантів. Ми 
звертаємось до всіх, щоб вони обєднались навкола 
одного гідного, патріотичного 1 демократичного кан- 
дидата на пост Президента України та на основі на- 
ціональної єдності, остаточно завершили історичну 
справу становлення дійсного українського народо- 
владдя в Україні. 

Українська діяспора зобовязується підтримувати 
демократичні та державотворчі процеси згідно з 
законодавством України та загальними міжнарод- 
ними стандартами. Ми віримо, що в єдності сила 
народу та тільки спільними зусиллями "добрих 
людей," сонце правди засвітить на наші Батьківщині 
- Україні. 

Боже нам єдність подай! 

За Світовий Конгрес Українців 


Аскольд Лозинський, Президент 
Віктор Педенко, Генеральний Секретар 


. 
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Graduates of UCU Rome апа UCU Lviv gather before the Uk 
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Ukrainian Church 
persecuted in Russia, 
Metropolitan complains 


(RISU.org.ua)—Metropolitan Adrian (Staryna) of Moscow and 
Bohorodsk of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC- 
KP) recently sent a letter to Mykhailo Horyn, head of the Ukrainian World 


5 | Coordinating Council, complaining about the persecution of the Ukrai- 


rainian Catholic Church of St. Sophia in Rome 


Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Rome Celebrates 40th Anniversary 


By Petro Didula 

The 40th anniversary of the Ukrainian Catholic Uni- 
versity (UCU) in Rome was celebrated on Dec. 6 and 
7. Professors, senators, and students of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv traveled to the Eternal City 
for the festivities. They were joined by representatives 
of the St. Sophia Association, which is now the owner 
and caretaker of the university’s premises in Rome. 
Professors from various Roman universities, Ukraini- 
ans presently working in Italy, and other interested 
parties also took part. 

The first day, numerous scholarly reports were read. 
Among the topics were “Patriarch Josyf and UCU,” 
read by Rev. Dr. Ivan Muzyczka and “The Professors 
of UCU in Rome,” read by Prof. Leonid Rudnytzky. 
Younger listeners learned about UCU’s history. For 
example: Patriarch Josyf Slipyj proclaimed the found- 
ing of UCU in Rome at the age of 71, a few months 
after he had been released from imprisonment in the 
Siberian gulags, with no buildings, land, students or 
professors to start with. And there were only about 20 
Ukrainians in all of Italy at the time. 

The reports were marked with a certain sadness. A 
text on Pope St. Clement, the patron saint of UCU 
Rome, was to have been read by the late Dr. Miroslav 
Labunka. Dr. Labunka had been a visiting professor at 
UCU Rome, and also visited UCU Lviv a number of 
times. He died in Philadelphia on Dec. 1. Dr. Labunka’s 
paper was read, a panakhida (memorial service) was 
prayed for the repose of his soul, and the participants 
paused for a moment of silence in his memory. 

Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, presented special awards to Bishop 
Ivan Choma and Rev. Dr. Muzyczka, who had been 
close co-workers with Patriarch Slipyj in the creation 
of UCU Rome. 

The fate of the premises of UCU Rome was also 
discussed that weekend. Cardinal Husar, Bishop Hlib 
Lonchyna, head of the St. Sophia Association, and the 
rectorate and senate of UCU Lviv decided to pass UCU 
Rome into the care of UCU Lyiv. 

Rey. Dr. Mykhailo Dymyd, first rector of the revived 
Lviv Theological Academy and now director of the 
Institute of Canon Law at UCU Lviv, suggested that 
affiliation would be the best legal relation between the 
two institutions. “This is not because Lviv is some- 
thing higher or Rome is something lower,” said Rev. 
Dr. Dymyd. “This is because the experience of the 
Church in Ukraine is something especially important 
for the Catholic University. Affiliating the Roman UCU 
to the Lviv one will lead us in Ukraine all the more to 
seek various ways to go to Ukraine’s capital. UCU’s 
presence in Kyiv will help improve the dialogue with 
Russians, Belarusians, Slovaks and representatives of 
other nations.” 

Archimandrite Robert Taft, S.J., of Rome’s Pontifi- 
cal Oriental Institute, said that the affiliation of UCU 
in Rome would be a beautiful opportunity for Ukrai- 
nian scholars. “Rome is a city where various cultures 
have overlapped for a long time. Finding one’s place 
in this city of great historical and cultural heritage 
means not only dipping into its treasury, but also add- 
ing something of one’s own to it, “said Archimandrite 


Taft. “The affiliation of UCU in Rome is an opportu- 
nity for Ukrainian scholars to talk not only on Ukrai- 
nian themes, but also on general human themes, to get 
acquainted with scholars of various nationalities and 
schools of the world, who have their own scholarly 
interests and research.” 

Prof. Natalia Yakovenko, an UCU senator and pro- 
fessor at the National University Kyiv-Mohyla Acad- 
emy, considered the possibilities of UCU in Rome 
through the prism of the confessional situation in 
Ukraine. “If [UCU] invites not only Greek Catholic 
students here, but also representatives of the other con- 
fessions in Ukraine, this can lead gradually to estab- 
lishing a productive dialogue,” she said. 

“Ukrainians, Belarusians, Russians, Poles and rep- 
resentatives of other nations of Central and Eastern 
Europe are today called to study the roots of the cul- 
ture and religion that they hold in common,” said Prof. 
Jerzy Axer, an UCU senator and professor at the Uni- 
versity of Warsaw. 

“There is a great need to create a joint program for 
the study of the Mediterranean, and UCU Rome would 
create a wonderful opportunity to develop this pro- 
gram. Taking part in this, which is something we have 
in common, scholars will turn less attention to those 
troubling places in history that divide us,” concluded 
Prof. Axer. 

Among the activities of the second day of festivi- 
ties was a discussion on “The Importance of the Study 
of Theology in Ukraine and Beyond its Borders.” 
Ukrainian students now studying in Rome led the dis- 
cussion. 

“Please remember that in addition to knowledge of 
disciplines, theology also requires certain structures: 
faculties, journals, societies, and so on,” said Rev. 
Borys Gudziak, Ph. D., rector of UCU Lviv, to the 
assembled students. “Rey. Dr. Ivan Muzyczka’s gen- 
eration did not finish writing all the theology textbooks 
because ‘the fire went out.’ They used up all their en- 
ergy addressing the most pressing problems that arose 
in the various circumstances of the life of our Church. 
Our generation dedicated itself to building the neces- 
sary structures... You now stand on our shoulders. And 
you should offer your shoulders to following genera- 
tions. Theology cannot develop without service to oth- 
ел 

А related topic of discussion over the weekend was 
the Ukrainian presence in Italy. Today the country has 
half a million Ukrainians. And, according to the so- 
ciological research of UCU graduate Marichka Shehda, 
now studying in Rome, the absolute majority of these 
Ukrainians are Greek Catholic women. The Church 
of St. Sophia in Rome, which is part of the premises 
of UCU, is gradually becoming the main Ukrainian 
centre in Italy. 

Rey. Vasyl Potochniak, coordinator of Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic parishes in Italy, says that the devel- 
opment of an All-Italian centre for Ukrainians will 
assist in the development of the theology of the Kyivan 
Church. “But this inevitably should be based on ser- 
vice to others,” says Rev. Potochniak. “In these con- 
ditions, we cannot refuse to do this, even if it seems to 
interfere with our educational or scholarly plans.” 


nian Orthodox Church in Russia. 

Metropolitan Adrian said the local authorities in the city of Noginsk, 
near Moscow, had threatened to take away the Church of the Holy Trinity 
of the UOC-KP and give it to the Russian Orthodox Church. Voice of 
America posted the news on Dec. 23. 

The Russian Federation is home to three eparchies of the UOC-KP, in- 
cluding the Moscow and Bohordsk eparchy, the Kursk and Belgorod 
eparchy and the Tobolsk and Enisei eparchy. 

“There used to be six churches,” said Metropolitan Adrian. 

“There was a chapel in Moscow, but in 1997 the Moscow Patriarchate 
hired some people who smashed it. They broke the iconostasis and hurled 
down the icons and sacred objects as communists would... Today, we 
have priests in Moscow, but Mayor Luzhkov [of Moscow] does not allow 
us to have churches. In the Petropavlovskaya parish, services were con- 
ducted in an apartment. The municipal administration refused to register 
this community for the second time. I have been struggling to get it regis- 
tered for three years and finally succeeded. They said we should be fine 
with one parish of the Kyivan Patriarchate, which is St. Panteleimon’s 
parish, even though Moscow is home to one million Ukrainians. Thus, we 
cannot get a building. We have been promised to receive a piece of land 
for eight years without any results. Mayor Luzhkov does not even want to 
hear about the Ukrainian Orthodox Church,” said Metropolitan Adrian. 

According to Metropolitan Adrian, to liquidate a branch of the Kyivan 
Patriarchate, on Sept. 29, 1997 Mayor Luzhkov sent an emergency squad 
of 100 policemen to Noginsk who brutalized the Ukrainian Orthodox com- 
munity. “They seized the church and other buildings and then began to 
force Ukrainians and priests’ wives with their small children naked out on 
the street. I recall, it was raining then and very cold, too. After people 
were thrown out on the street, they were sent to jail for 15 days. The 
policemen were yelling, ‘Khokhols [a very pejorative term for Ukraini- 
ans] have nothing to do in Russia.’ So these are the rights of the Ukrainian 
Diaspora in the Russian Federation.” 

Metropolitan Adrian asserted that the situation in the Kursk and Belgorod 
and Tobolsk and Enisei eparchies is the same. “We will have equality and 
respect for the Ukrainian Diaspora in the Russian Federation only when 
Ukrainian state authorities begin to pay attention to the current situation,” 
stressed Metropolitan Adrian. 


Six church leaders address 
genocide commemoration 


(RISU.org.ua)—During a press conference on Dec. 29, leaders of six 
main Christian churches in Ukraine signed two joint statements, address- 
ing the commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the Soviet-imposed 
famine and reflecting on the state of morality in Ukraine. 

Among those present at the press conference were Patriarch Filaret, 
head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP); 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC); Bishop Markian Trofimjak, vicar general of Conference of Ro- 
man Catholic Bishops in Ukraine; Mykhailo Panochko, head of the All- 
Ukraine Union of Churches of the Evangelical Christian Faith-Pentecos- 
tals; Oleksii Melnychuk, head of the Brotherhood of Independent Churches 
and Missions of Evangelical Christian Baptists; and Leonid Padun, head 
of the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Christian Evangelical Church. 

The church leaders called upon everyone, regardless of their denomina- 
tions and political positions, to commemorate the victims of the genocide 
against the Ukrainian people. 

“The famine is a fact of genocide against the Ukrainian people, orches- 
trated by the Soviet regime, and a crime before humanity,” reads a joint 
statement by the mentioned leaders of Christian churches of Ukraine. 

In addition, the hierarchs addressed Ukrainian citizens, asking to create 
a national memorial to the famine victims. “Addressing the whole Ukrai- 
nian nation, the hierarchs actualized their request that a proper national 
memorial complex be built in Ukraine,” said Fr. Oleksa Petriv, advisor for 
the UGCC on relations with administrative bodies. “This request also en- 
tails erecting numerous monuments in order to preserve the memory and 
introducing lessons in school curricula dedicated to the famine,” he stressed. 
Fr. Petriv expressed his hope that this standpoint of the churches will be 
reflected in corresponding state decrees. 

In their second statement, the six church leaders evaluated the state of 
morality in Ukraine. “Society is developing a system of morals in which 
material and personal values are above spiritual or social ones,” reads the 
statement. “Every year, over one million innocent babies are killed. To gain 
power, which is treated as a means to become rich, rather than a way to 
serve and add to the common good, some are trying to divide Ukraine into 
eastern and western, opposing the right bank of the Dnipro River against the 
left one, Russian speaking people against those who speak Ukrainian, Or- 
thodox faithful against Catholics. All these mistakes need to be corrected.” 

Finally, the church leaders emphasized that “for all humanity, last year 
was a year of serious reflections and searching for ways to future develop- 
ment... We have encountered the challenge of globalization, which may 
bring оп а spirit of excessive consumerism and craving for pleasure. Self- 
isolation within one religion or ideology, connected with violence, and 
fanatical unwillingness to perceive viewpoints and thoughts of others, is 
another extreme. The opposition between supporters of these two extremes 
can lead to the escalation of violence and injustice in the world, or even to 
the physical destruction of humanity,” reads the statement. 


Omelchenko signs directive 
to establish 1933 genocide 
memorial complex 


(Ukrinform)—Kyiv Mayor Oleksandr Omelchenko has signed a di- 
rective to create a historical-memorial complex in the Ukrainian capital 
city this year, with a view of commemorating the totalitarian regime’s 
millions of victims of famine, forcible deportations and other reprisals. 

The complex will be located on Trekhsvyatitelskaya Street in down- 
town Kyiv. The building to house the complex is being reconstructed, 
which job is scheduled to be completed by Nov. 1, 2004. 

In fall 2003 Ukraine widely marked the 70th anniversary of one of the 
Bolshevik totalitarian regime’s most horrible and atrocious crimes, the 
devastating 1932-1933 famine in Ukraine’s countryside, which was mas- 
terminded to exterminate the pink of the Ukrainian nation, its peasantry. 

On May 14, 2003 the Ukrainian Parliament appealed to the interna- 
tional community, urging the famine’s recognition as the totalitarian 
regime’s act of genocide against the Ukrainian people. 

The call was heard in other nations, and the parliaments of Australia, 
Argentina, Hungary, Canada, many other countries adopted resolutions 
to appraise the Stalin regime’s crime as such. Ukraine’s official state- 
ment at the 58th Session of the UN General Assembly was supported by 
over 60 nations. 

Notably enough, the Russian Parliament failed to pass a resolution to 
qualify the 1932-1933 famine as a genocidal act against Ukraine. 


Crew rescued, then busted 


The crew of a freighter that half-sunk off the Greek island of Santorini 
on Christmas Eve spent Christmas Day thanking the coastguard for rescu- 
ing them, only to be arrested on Boxing Day for smuggling. 

The North Korean-flagged Elisabeth hit an islet southwest of Santorini 
during a storm on Wednesday. Coastguard officers evacuated the eight- 
man Ukrainian crew and took them to hospital for checks, inspecting the 
ship the next day once weather allowed. 

“When the coastguard went to check for spills and boarded the ship, 
they found it did not carry cement as declared, but around 35 tonnes of 
smuggled cigarettes,” a Merchant Marine Ministry spokesman said on 
Dec. 26. 

The crew’s rescue had been featured on Greek television as a heart- 
warming tale on Christmas Day, with crew members offering thanks and 
season’s greetings. All have been arrested on charges of smuggling, the 
spokesman added. 


Russian groups back Kuchma 


(RFE/RL)—The Congress of Russian Communities of Crimea has urged 
President Kuchma to run in this year’s presidential election, Interfax re- 
ported on Jan. 19. “Any change in the top state leadership at this historical 
stage will upset the system of succession of Ukraine’s domestic- and for- 
eign-policy courses,” the congress said in a statement. The Ukrainian Con- 
stitutional Court ruled on Dec. 30 that Kuchma may seek the presidency 
in 2004 despite a two-term limit in the constitution that went into effect in 
1996, during Kuchma’s first term as president . 


Journalist shot with rubber bullets 

(RFE/RL)—Oleh Yeltsov, editor of the “Ukraina Kriminalnaya” website 
(http://www.cripo.com.ua), which reports on crime and corruption in goy- 
егатепі and the private sector in Ukraine, was attacked in Kyiv on Jan. 
12 by an unknown assailant who fired rubber bullets at him, Interfax re- 
ported. Yeltsov was slightly injured in the attack, but his injuries did not 
require hospitalization. Yeltsov was attacked in July by two unidentified 
men who ambushed him with a stun gun and a metal pipe. 


Honoured journalist attacked in Fastiv 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)—An attack was made against a deputy 
editor-in-chief of the magazine Pamyatky Ukrayiny, honoured journalist 
of Ukraine, Oleksandr Nezhyvyy, in the town of Fastiv (Kyiv Region) at 
about 4:00 in the morming of Dec. 25. Nezhyvyy is a council member of 
the Fastiv town branch of the [opposition] Ukrainian People’s Party. Mem- 
bers of the party’s town branch said that the attack was not accidental, 


Ukraine to deepen NATO relations 
(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine is determined to deepen relations with NATO, 
gradually following the course of integration into EuroAtlantic structures 
in order to win membership in the Alliance. Foreign Minister Kostiantyn 
Hryschenko announced this in Brussels on Jan. 14, during his meeting 
with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, says MFA press 
service chief Markiyan Lubkivsky. 


Population continues to shrink 

(RFE/RL)—The State Statistics Committee reported on Jan. 13 that there 
were 47.66 million people living in Ukraine on Dec. 1, which was 321,600 
fewer than on Jan. 1 2003, Interfax reported. According to the last na- 
tional census, held in December 2001, the country had 48.44 million resi- 
dents. The previous census, which was held in the Ukrainian SSR in 1989, 
found that there were 51.45 million people living in Ukraine. 


4.5M attend Christmas liturgies 

(RISU.org.ua) — According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 
approximately 4.5 million Christians participated in Julian calendar Christ- 
mas liturgies, held in 11,800 churches throughout the country on Jan. 6 
and 7. The most people attended in Rivne, Ternopil and Lviv regions. In 
Kyiv, 35,000 faithful attended Christmas services in 57 churches. This 
information was posted'by Media Internet Group news on Jan, 8. 
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Divisions within social democrats 
continue to cause conflicts 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—The conflict that has been developing 
between Viktor Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine and Viktor 
Medvedchuk’s Social Democratic Party-united (SDPU- 
о) continues to snowball. 

It is difficult to see how the SDPU-o could remain a 
political force in Ukraine if Yushchenko wins the Oc- 
tober presidential elections. The anger and frustration 
of national democrats after a Yushchenko victory are 
likely to be focused оп Medvedchuk and the SDPU-o, 
rather than other oligarchic clans. 

Ironically, the wholesale deterioration of relations be- 
tween Our Ukraine and SDPU-o is not in the latter’s in- 
terests. The former president and head of the SDPU-o 
parliamentary faction, Leonid Kraychuk, has always 
stood out as an example of moderation, recently cau- 
tioning President Leonid Kuchma that he will only in- 
herit a positive historical legacy if a peaceful transfer of 
power takes place (such as Kravchuk himself organized 
in July 1994). In an interview published in the Jan. 10 
“Den,” Ктауспик also criticizes the manner in which the 
Constitutional Court’s decision to allow Kuchma to run 
for a third term is being used. In the same interview, 
Kravchuk warns that if Kuchma runs again this will lead 
to Ukraine’s international isolation in the West. This 
would leave Ukraine with only one path, to Russia, which 
Kravchuk would see as the undoing of his work in facili- 
tating Ukraine’s drive to independence in 1991-92. 

Kravchuk’s views are echoed by those of Defense 
Minister Yevhen Marchuk, who has remained close to 
the SDPU-o and whose “Den” newspaper is reportedly 
still financed by the party. “Den” has always stood out 
as a patriotic, pro-Western publication that espouses 
moderation compared to other rabidly anti-American 
SDPU-o newspapers, such as “2000” and “Kievskie 
vedomosti.” Kravchuk and Marchuk have long been 
advocates of Ukraine’s membership in NATO. There- 
fore, this wing of the SDPU-o is in fundamental con- 
flict with the pro-Russian wing led by Medvedchuk, 
who said at last year’s SDPU-o congress that his party 
should become the leading advocate of Russian inter- 
ests in Ukraine. 

The conflict of interests within the SDPU-o between 
its pro-Western and pro-Russian wings is best seen in 
terms of Ukraine’s non-European domesti¢ policies, 
which clash with its declared goals of EU and NATO 
membership. In the case of the EU, which is offering 
no membership prospects for Ukraine, there is no “car- 
rot” for Ukraine’s leaders to follow. 

Inthe case of NATO this is different, as Ukraine could 
be invited to join later in the decade. The November 
2002 NATO-Ukraine Action Plan includes an entire sec- 
tion devoted to nonmilitary issues. Yet, these are being 
systematically infringed by the pro-Russian wing of 
Ukrainian politics, both by Viktor Medvedchuk, in his 
position as head of the presidential administration, and 
his brother, Serhiy Medvedchuk, as head of the Lviv 
Oblast State Tax Administration (now appointed deputy 
head of the State Tax Administration). The Marchuk 
wing, on the other hand, is serious about its intentions 
to fulfill the military sections of the Action Plan. One 


wonders then how Marchuk must feel knowing that 
Medvedchuk is undermining his work. This is likely to 
lead to a postponement on upgrading Ukraine’s Action 
Plan to a Membership Action Plan at NATO’s summit 
later this year. 

An example of the growing conflict between Our 
Ukraine and the SDPU-o can be seen in recent deyel- 
opments in the Transcarpathian town of Mukachevo. 
Speaking at this month’s “Europe on the Path to a New 
Era” conference in Berlin attended by high-ranking EU 
officials and West European leaders, parliamentary 
Committee for European Integration head Borys 
Tarasyuk described the Mukachevo events as а "супі- 
cal rape of democracy and parliamentarism in Ukraine.” 

In the June 20, 2003 mayoral elections, Our Ukraine 
candidate Vasyl Petyovka won and defeated his nearest 
rival, SDPU-o member Егпезі Nuser, in a bitterly fought 
campaign. The SDPU-o had considered Transcarpathia 
as one of “their” oblasts since the mid-1990s and this 
loss was therefore seen as a slap in the face. 

The SDPU-o tured to the courts, claiming that the 
outcome of the vote had been rigged. A district court in 
Lviv agreed with the SDPU-o complaint. Mukachevo’s 
election commission ignored the court decision and 
voted to confirm the election of Petyovka as mayor, 
refusing to order fresh elections. The Mukachevo elec- 
tion controversy was later reviewed by the Supreme 
Court, which confirmed that Petyovka was elected in a 
legitimate way. 

However, on Dec. 25 a presidential decree described 
the June election as illegitimate and installed as tem- 
porary mayor SDPU-o member Мугозіау Opachka. 
The following day the city council reconfirmed 
Petyovka as its head. Berkut riot police and Sokil spe- 
cial-task units were then flown in to prevent the coun- 
cil loyal to Petyovka from entering the building. Then, 
Микасреуо"'є election commission voted to hold re- 
peat mayoral elections on April 18. 

Ukrainian Human Rights Ombudsman Nina 
Karpachova has sent an urgent inquiry to the Constitu- 
tional Court about the legality of the presidential de- 
cree. The Supreme Court is also investigating the is- 
sue. Meanwhile, Our Ukraine has held daily demon- 
strations outside Mukachevo City Hall and is planning 
to hold a parliamentary hearing on the subject. An at- 
tempt to hold a demonstration in support of the presi- 
dential decree failed to take place. 

Our Ukraine believes the decree is illegal as the con- 
stitution does not grant the president the right to ap- 
point temporary mayors. Our Ukraine also believe that 
the disbanding of the election commission and the re- 
fusal to allow elected officials and parliamentary depu- 
ties into the building violated Ukraine’s constitution 
and law on local self-government as well as the Euro- 
pean Charter on Local Government. 

Medvedchuk’s “managed democracy” is akin to that 
practiced in Russia and Azerbaijan, which continue to 
remain pro-Western. However, there is no room for a 
“managed democracy” inside NATO or the EU. 
Taras Kuzio is a resident fellow at the Centre for Rus- 
sian and East European Studies, University of Toronto. 


Kuchma appoints 3 cabinet ministers 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma made three 
new appointments to the Ukrainian cabinet on Jan. 12, 
UNIAN and Interfax reported, quoting presidential 
spokeswoman Olena Hromnytska. 

Mykola Derkach was sworn in as minister for 
economy and European integration, Viktor Slauta as 
agriculture minister, and Oleksandr Neustroyev as min- 
ister for industrial policy. 

Derkach, a former Ukrainian ambassador to 
Lithuania, replaces Valeriy Khoroshkovskyy, who cited 
obstacles to his ministry’s activities when he resigned 
Jan. 3. Among the reasons for his resignation, Khorosh- 
kovskyy cited obstacles to his ministry’s activity. 

“The ministry currently has only five of 11 deputy 


ministers appointed on my recommendation, but for 
more than five months the cabinet of ministers has not 
considered any other proposed candidates,” 
Khoroshkovskyy said. 

He also argued that economic policy is dominated 
by the Finance Ministry, since Finance Minister Mykola 
Azarov also holds the post of first deputy prime minis- 
ter, thus rendering the efficient performance of tasks at 
the Economy Ministry impossible. 

Slauta, a lawmaker from Donetsk Oblast, takes over 
for Serhiy Ryzhuk, who was appointed head of the 
Zhytomyr Oblast state administration. Neustroyev as- 
sumes the industrial-policy portfolio from Anatoliy 
Myalytsya. 


Save on your phone bill with 10-10-620 


(Telehop)—10-10-620 is now in Alberta offering a 
convenient and cheap alternative for calls across North 
America and to Ukraine. With 10-10-620’s service 
there’s no need to sign a contract, or buy prepaid cards, 
you call when you want to. 

Prakash Naidoo, Vice President and General Manager 
Asian Television Network (ATN), a regular user of 10- 
10-620 says he loves 10-10-620 as it is so easy to use. 

“T can call overseas without changing phone compa- 
nies,” said Prakash. “I like the convenience of having 
my calls all on the one telephone bill. Their service is 
extremely reliable and their lines are of exceptional 
quality,” he said. 

To use 10-10- 620 simply dial(without pausing) 10- 


10-620 before your long distance or international num- 
ber. You can talk as long as you like to anywhere in the 
world for almost half of what you pay with your local 
long distance company and enjoy the same rates re- 
gardless of time of day. 10-10-620 does not charge 
monthly, connection or activation fees. 

As a special offer to Ukrainian News readers 10-10- 
620 is giving away a complimentary call to all those 
who call toll free 10-10-620-0 or 1-866-5-1010620 
and ask for the “TRY 620” special. 

The solution to your long distance troubles is here. 
Pick up the phone and dial 10-10-620 before your long 
distance number or visit <www.1010620.com> for 
more information.and Talk Mote, Pay Less! 
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e NO monthly fees ¢ NO contracts or activation fees « NO switching phone companies 
e Charges appear on your Telus bill 


WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $1? 


“Happy memories with 
an old friend.” 


Ukraine 


as low as 


33 


per minute* 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON YOUR CELL PHONE, CALL TOLL-FREE 1-866-5-1010620 
OR VISIT www.1010620.com 


Moscow 


First 15 minutes for $1 
Each additional min 8¢ 


Ukraine 


First 3 minutes for $1 
Each additional min 33¢ 


Canada & USA 


First 20 minutes for 51 
Each additional min 5¢ 


First 15 Minutes for $1. each additional minute s¢ 


Austria Denmark France Korea -South Spain Sweden «апа 
Belgium Finland Italy Luxembourg Singapore Switzerland more! 


For rates to cell phones or to other countries call toll-free 10-10-620-0 or visit www.1010620.com 


All calls under the first minutes for the first 51 are still billed at $1. Calls to cell phones or special country code terminations may be billed at a higher rate. 


Dial without pausing 


Canada or USA: 


10-10-620 + 1 + area code + phone number 


Other countries: 


10-10-620 + 011 + country code 
+ area code + phone number 


*Based on first 3 minutes for $1, each additional minute 33¢. 
**Expiry January 31, 2004. 


TSE MORES г pay 1 Ess! 


Ї NOFA O | 


Call the WORLD for $1 


Telehop« 


10-10-620 is a division of Telehop, 
publicly traded as YTO on TSX Venture Exchange 


Сході заборонено 


У місцях масового геноциду нині високий рейтинг КПУ 


Богдан Мазур, Львівська газета 

У Митрополичих палатах церкви Юра 
відбулася прес-конференція за підсумками 
експедиції "Місцями голодомору в Україні 
1932-1933 рр.", яка розпочалася 15 травня 
цього року. Учасники заходу для вивчення 
цього питання побували в Київській, Жито- 
мирській, Херсонській, Миколаївській, 
Одеській i Черкаській областях України. 

"На тих територіях, де був голодомор, 
Комуністична партія досить потужно пред- 
ставлена й активно впливає на суспільно- 
політичні процеси у регіонах, має під- 
тримку влади на всіх рівнях, - повідомила 
керівник експедиції, голова МГО "Ор- 
ганізація патріотів України", лікар-демог- 
раф Анна Семенюк. - Тому громадські 
організації в цих умовах вимушені пра- 
цювати під величезним тиском. Тема голо- 
домору до цього часу там є забороненою! 
Я не боюся цього сказати. Очевидно, Укра- 
їні легше визнати Берію національним ге- 
роєм, аніж офіційно признати мільйонні 
жертви, які постраждали від геноциду. 
Найбільше від голоду постраждала Полтав- 
ська, Чернігівська, Сумська області". 

За словами А. Семенюк, в учасників 
експедиції є докази, що геноцид спрямо- 
ваний тільки проти українців. “Tam в одно- 
му селі на Житомирщині, де проживали 


євреї та поляки жодна людина в 1932-33 
pp. незагинула від голоду, - повідомила пані 
Анна. - А в сусідньому українському селі 
внаслідок голодомору загинуло близько 70 
відсотків його мешканців. Ми дуже роз- 
чаровані тим, що на державному рівні не 
відбулося загальнонаціональної хвилини 
мовчання та панахиди. Влада не хоче офі- 
ційно визнати факт геноциду проти україн- 
ського народу. Тоді довелося б заборонити 
Компартію на міжнародному рівні. Ця 
політична сила сьогодні є великою загро- 
зою не лише для України, але й для всієї 
Європи . До речі, в селах, підпорядкованих 
Православній Церкві Московського патрі- 
архату не було панахид, пам'ятних хрестів. 
Тому я вважаю, що ця Церква прикриває 
злочини комуністичного режиму". 
Натомість постійний референт експеди- 
ції монахиня-сестра Володимира Максимів 
повідомила, що участь у дослідженнях 
брали представники УГКЦ, УАПЦ, УПЦ 
КП. "Однак православні священики, які 
брали участь разом із нами в експедиції, 
зазнали переслідувань. Так, один священик 
зазнав фізичного нападу - його побили, а 
іншому довелося через моральний тиск 
покинути Московський патріархат і перей- 
ти до Київського", - наголосила монахиня. 


Діячі висловлюють негативну 
оцінку державного відзначення 
350-річчя Переяславської ради 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

Цього року Україна, згідно з указом Пре-- 
зидента Леоніда Кучми, відзначатиме 350- 
ліття Переяславської Ради. Відомі пред- 
ставники української інтелігенції, науковці, 
а також 45 народних депутатів, що нале- 
жать до опозиційних фракцій Верховної 
Ради, засудили таке рішення, оскільки, на 
їхній погляд, це є проявом "малоросійської 
меншовартості" вищих посадових осіб 
держави та ознакою банкрутства гумані-- 
тарної політики України. 

"Висловлюємо незгоду зі святкуванням 
350-ліття Переяславської ради на держав- 
ному рівні, - говориться у відкритому 
листі, який написали Президентові України 
Леоніду Кучмі, прем'єр-міністрові Віктору 
Януковичу та голові Верховної Ради Воло- 
димиру Литвину такі відомі культурні й 
політичні діячі як Сергій Головатий, Іван 
Драч, Микола Жулинський, Юрій Карма- 
зін, Михайлина Коцюбинська, Левко 
Лук'яненко, Ігор Осташ, Микола Томенко, 
Степан Хмара, Рефат Чубаров, Володимир 
Яворівський та інші. - Вбачаємо у сьогод-- 
нішній реанімації радянського міфу про 
нібито позитивне значення Переяславської 
ради, - йдеться далі в листі, - спробу знайти 
історичне обгрунтування сучасним імпер-- 
ським зазіханням Росії щодо України. Оче-- 
видними є катастрофічні наслідки того, що 
відбулося у Переяславі 1654 року, для 
подальшої долі української державності, 
Церкви, козацтва, а, відтак, і права, освіти, 
мови, культури тощо" - кінець цитати. 

Цього відкритого листа було зачитано на 


присвяченій саме наслідкам Переяслав- 
ської ради для України прес-конференції, 
що відбулася в Національній спілці пись- 
менників. На думку академіка Академії 
наук вищої школи, професора, автора 
щойно виданої монографії "Переяславська 
Рада - трагедія України і програш Європи" 
Володимира Сергійчука, "Європа не 3po3y— 
міла нас і в 17-му столітті при Богдані 
Хмельницькому, і він змушений був іти до 
московського царя за допомогою. "Європа 
не зрозуміла Україну і відмовилася від 
України і в 18-my столітті, коли після 
поразки полтавської шведський король, а 
з ним нашгетьман Пилип Орлик стукалися 
в усі європейські кабінети і просили допо-- 
моги, щоб Україна відбулась як держава. 
На жаль, тоді Європа не прислухалася. На 
жаль, ця тенденція - нерозуміння України, 
а відтак і власної поразки постійної - пе- 
реслідує Європу і в 20-му столітті. Європа 
мовчки, байдуже спостерігала за тим, як 
морили голодом Україну в 32-му - в 33-му 
роках. Європа і сьогодні, наприкінці 20-го 
століття, не зрозуміла Україну, бо після 24 
серпня 91 року, коли Верховна Рада nporo— 
лосила незалежність, Європа не поспішала 
нас визнавати. Зрештою, європейська 
демократія, окрім угорської, я підкреслюю, 
і сьогодні не усвідомлює значення Укра- 
їни", вважає професор Сергійчук. 

Тим часом останніми днями кулуарами 
Верховної Ради гуляє сумний жарт: на 300- 
річчя Переяславської Ради Росія повернула 
Україні Крим, а на її 350-річчя Україна 
віддала Росії Азов. 


Новий проект благодійного фонду "Карітас України 


(Deutsche УеПе)- Міжнародний благо- 
дійний фонд "Карітас України" розпочав 
новий проект допомоги дітям із соціально 
незахищених сімей. 

За сприяння "Карітас" у Львові відкрито 
кризовий центр допомоги дітям з небла- 
гополучних сімей, аби оберегти їх від 
життя на вулиці. Як повідомив Андрій 
Васькович, президент фонду "Карітас 
України", на разі у центрі мешкають 35 
дітей дошкільного віку. Вони отримують 
харчі та одяг. Старші діти теж звертаються 


за допомогою, однак проблема в тому, що 
більшість з них відмовляються залишатися 
у будь-яких інституціях. А тому "Карітас- 
Львів" створюватиме так звані мобільні 
соціальні станції допомоги, аби їхати до 
дітей, туди, де вони зараз знаходяться. 
Андрій Васькович: 

"Ми спробуємо отримати довір'я тих 
дітей i, разом з психологами та медиками 
надати їм, наприклад, медичну допомогу, 
якщо це потрібно". Проект -експери- 
ментальний і діятиме щонайменше півроку. 
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"Тему голодомору на Суперечливі таблички 


на могилах вояків 
УПА у Перемишлі 


Володимир Павлів, Радіо Свобода 

Напередодні католицького Різдва поліція 
у польському місті Перемишль розпочала 
слідство у справі демонтажу гранітних над- 
гробних плит із могил воїнів УПА на місце- 
вому українському військовому цвинтарі. 
Відомо, що плити були зняті за наказом ке- 
рівника державної адміністрації Підкарпат- 
ського воєводсзва. Отже, поліція не шукає 
зловмисників, а тільки з'ясовує, чи викону- 
ючи розпорядження воєводи, комунальні 
служби Перемишля не порушили закону. 

На цвинтарі у Пікуличах на передмістях 
Перемишля спочатку були тільки могили 
Січових Стрільців, тобто солдатів україн- 
ського війська, що вели боротьбу проти 
поляків у 1918-19 роках. Кілька років тому 
на цьому ж цвинтарі перепоховали екогу- 
мовані останки вояків Української Пов- 
станської Армії, котрі загинули у 1946-47 
роках. Частина зних полягли у бою з поль- 
ськими військами під населеним пунктом 
Бірча, а інші були розстріляні під селом 
Лішна за вироком військового суду у 
містечку Санок. 

У 2000-му році між Об'єднанням Україн- 
ців Польщі та польською радою Охорони 
пам'яті, боротьби та мучеництва було 
досягнуто згоди щодо змісту написів на 
надгробних плитах, котрі мали з'явитися на 
могилах загиблих упівців. Згідно з цією 
домовленістю на плитах мав з'явитися на- 


пис: " Українським повстанцям, що полягли 
за волю України. Дата і місце". Насправді 
ж, на встановлених нещодавно плитах було 
згадано ще й про рішення військового суду, 
азамість українських повстанців були озна- 
чені солдати Української повстанської ар- 
мії". На думку місцевого воєводи , це було 
порушенням досягнутої домовленості, го- 
ворить прес-секретар воєводи Йоанна Буд- 
зай: "На військових цвинтарях будь-які змі- 
ни повинні бути попередньо проконсуль- 
товані з воєводою". 

З такою аргументацією не погоджується 
голова перемиського відділення Об'єднан- 
ня Українців Польщі Ярослав Сидор. На 
його думку, нічого консультувати вже не 
потрібно, оскільки домовленість досягнута 
ще три роки тому. Однак, ця домовленість 
була пов'язана із написами на могилах 
польської військової некрополії на Лича- 
ківському цвинтарі у Львові, званої поля- 
ками "Цвинтарем орлят", нагадує голова 
Ради пам'яті, мучеництва та боротьби Анд- 
жей Пжевознік: "Попередня домовленість ~ 
була в певному сенсі заморожена, оскільки 
не реалізовувалися домовленості, пов'язані 
з "Цвинтарем орлят". 

Слідство перемишльської поліції швидко 
не закінчиться. До повного з'ясування 
справи гранітні плити із суперечливими 
написами залишатися у одному із місцевих 
складів. 


Українські миротворці 
відправилися до Лідерії 


(Deutsche Welle)—128 українських 
миротворців 17-го січня відправилися з 
Миколаєва до Ліберії. Загалом у миро- 
творчій місії ООН у цій західноафрикан-- 
ській країні в складі 56-го окремого 
вертолітного загону братимуть участь 350 
українських військовослужбовців. 

Головним завданням українських війсь -- 
ковослужбовців у Ліберії стане підримання 
ліберійського перехідного уряду та забез- 
печення умов для реалізації мирної угоди 
між супротивними сторонами. На сьогодні 
ця африканська держава вважається од- 
нією з найнеспокійніших країн світу. Але, 
за словами головнокомандуючого сухо-- 
путними військами Збройних сил України 
генерал-полковника Петра Шуляка, укра- 


їнські вертолітники в жодному разі не бра- 
тимуть участі у бойових діях. Як зазначив 
Шуляка, вони надаватимуть транспортні 
послуги. Підготовка до відправлення війсь-- 
кових у Ліберію відбувалася в досить 
короткий термін. Але, як запевнив Петро 
Шуляк, за місяць вдалося виконати всі 
необхідні роботи. 

Загалом в цій країні нестимуть службу 
350 солдатів та офіцерів з України. Від- 
правлення ще однієї групи військових 
очікується в лютому. До Ліберії вже пере- 
кинуто всі 95 одиниць бойової техніки, 
серед яких 14 вертольотів. Їх обслуго- 
вуватимуть військовослужбовці з Херсон-- 
ського окремого полку армійської авіації. 


Двоє українців отримали поранення 
при розгоні демонстрації в Граку 


(ForUm)—B іракському місті Ель-Кут 
сталися зіткнення демонстрантів з війсь- 
ковими і поліцією. Отримали поранення два 
українських військовослужбовця і кілька 
поліцейських, повідомив катарський теле- 
канал «Аль-Джазира», 12-го січня. 

Демонстрацію проводили безробітні. Під 
час мітингу хтось кинув ручну гранату у 
військовослужбовців, що охороняли 
будівлю адміністрації міста. Після цього 
українські військовослужбовці відкрили 
вогонь по демонстрантах. Про постраж- 
далих серед демонстрантів поки не пові- 
домляється, передає РІА «Новини». 

Напередодні «Аль-Джазира» повідомила, 
що українські військовослужбовці засто-- 
сували сльозоточивий газ для розгону 
демонстрації безробітних в Ель-Куті. 

Виступи безробітних в Іраку останнім 
часом набули масового характеру. У суботу 
в місті Амара на південь від Багдада BHac— 
лідок зіткнення демонстрації безробітних 
з поліцією загинули сім чоловік. Пере- 
стрілка почалася, коли демонстранти спро-- 
бували увірватися в будівлю адміністрації 
провінції Амара, вимагаючи надати їм 
роботу і звинувачуючи чиновників у 


зволіканні з виконанням їх вимог. У від- 
повідь поліцейські відкрили по демон-- 
странтах вогонь. 

Рівень безробіття в Іраку в цей час до- 
сягає 60 відсотків. 


Українські миротворці затримали 
іракського офіцера-терориста 

(ForUm)—26 грудня українськими миро- 
творцями було проведено успішну опера- 
цію по затриманню іракця, який підозрю- 
вався в організації серії терористичних 
актів у місті Аль-Кут. Ним виявився ко- 
лишній офіцер служби безпеки іракської 
армії Єйсам Алі Хамуд Канані. 

Як повідомила ForUm’y прес-служба 
Міністерства оборони, під час обшуку, що 
здійснювався разом з іракською поліцією, 
у будинку підозрюваного було знайдено 
автомат Калашникова, англійський авто-- 
мат спеціального призначення “Sterling” з 
глушником і спеціальними набоями, зап- 
частини до різноманітної зброї, 30 кг тро- 
тилу, десятки мін, гранат, вогнепровідний 
шнур та детонатори. Також було виявлено 
документи, які свідчили про причетність 
затриманого до партії БААС та проведення 
активної підривної діяльності. 


o> 1 pina б Леівуннькоюо? є 
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Ukraine totally outclassed| Lebid beats the 
at World Hockey Juniors 


(UkrNews/IJHF)—Ukraine was totally outclassed at 
the World Junior Hockey Championships held in 
Helsinki and Hameenlinna, Finland, Dec. 26, 2003 — 
Jan. 4, 2004. 

Ukraine finished in tenth and last place following a 
2-2 tie with Austria in the battle of the cellar dwellers, 
Jan. 3. 

Austria took ninth place in the tournament by virtue 
of a better goals for and against record than Ukraine, 
which, in the previous five outings, was outscored 47-1. 

Both Ukraine and Austria will be relegated back to 
the B Pool. They will be replaced in next year’s tour- 
nament by Belarus and Germany. 

Part of Ukraine’s problem was the loss of all over- 
aged players (born in 1983) who were the backbone of 
the team, which won the World U20 Division І last 
season. 

But also, as Ukraine coach Sergei Lubnin admitted 
at the press conference following the 10-0 loss to 
Canada, Dec. 29, his team was clearly outmatched on 
this level. 

“The gap between the top pool and division I is huge 
as everyone could see,” said Lubnin. “We are not re- 
ally ready for this kind of competition. Our team is too 
weak, that’s all.” 

Jan. 2, in its first game of the Relegation Round, 
Ukraine fell to Sweden with a relatively low 4-0 shut- 
out. Ukraine held the first period scoreless despite Swe- 
den holding a 15-2 shots-on-goal advantage. But 
Sebastian Meijer, Robert Nilsson and Fredrik Johansson 
scored in the second to put the Swedes upfront 3-0. 
Loui Eriksson got the only goal of the third. Nilsson 
also had two assists. 

Dec. 26 Ukraine opened the Round Robin portion of 
the tournament with an 8-0 drubbing at the hands of 
the Czech Republic. 

Having scored their eight goals in the first two peri- 
ods, the Czechs chose not to run up the score in the 
third. Ukrainian starting goaltender Yevgeniy Galyuk 
had a tough time as he let in two soft goals on the short 
side. Karel Hromas (2-0) and Vojtech Polak (3-0) caught 
Galyuk clearly off guard. 

Coach Lubnin substituted his goalies after the first 
intermission but back-up Sergyi Gavrylyuk was not in 


~__ a position to stop the onslaught. 


| ве Єтесії5 seemed to be able to score at will and 
they held a 39-7 shots-on-goal-advantage after the sec- 
ond intermission. Final statistic in that department was 


54-11. 

The following day Ukraine was clobbered 11-0 by 
Switzerland. 

As they did against the Czechs, Ukraine switched 
goalies, not just once but twice. Gavrylyuk started to 
take the abuse and did so for 25 minutes but he had to 
return four minutes into the third period when Galyuk 
was on the verge of being shell shocked. 

Dec. 29 Canada let up in the third period, scoring 
only one goal after racking up nine in the first two. 

“There is obviously a sympathy factor involved in 
game like this,” admitted Team Canada’s captain Daniel 
Paille. “But on the other hand we need to score goals 
and we must stay sharp for the game against the 
Czechs.” 

Ukraine introduced its third goaltender in as many 
games when Ilya Tarankov came in 15 minutes into 
the first period, replacing Galyuk. Тагапкоу conceded 
seven goals, but made several good saves in the third 
period, keeping the score down. 

Coach Durocher said on the press conference that he 
told his players not to indulge in excessive celebration 
after goals. 

“Tt was more a matter of respect for your opponent 
than having sympathy,” said Durocher. “We didn’t want 
too many high fives and the players just went to the 
face-off circle after a goal.” 

Dec 30 Ukraine finally got on the scoreboard. After 
212 scoreless minutes, the Ukrainians scored their first 
goal in the tournament when Oleksiy Lubnin got a shot 
from the point past Finland’s back-up goalie Mikael 
Vuorio at 2.31 of the second period. 

The Ukrainian players celebrated the rare occasion 
and forgot for a moment that the score already was 6-0 
for the host. Final score though: Finland-Ukraine 14-1 
and the worst loss in the tournament. 

Ukraine managed to keep the score relatively respect- 
able until the end of the second period when Valtteri 
Filppula and Sami Lepisto scored to make it 7-1 and 8- 
1. Ukraine, not at all used to this calibre of hockey, 
disintegrated in the third as the Finns showed no mercy 
as they visibly tried to run up the score. Finland won 
the last period 6-0 and outshot the opposition 69-15 
for the night. 


Lewis ponders Klitschko rematch 


(BBC Sports)—Lennox Lewis is considering a 
rematch against Vitali Klitschko in April or May, ac- 
cording to the Briton’s trainer. 

There had been speculation that the world heavy- 
weight champion would decide to retire following his 
controversial stoppage of Klitschko last June. 

But Lewis’ trainer Emanuel Steward has hinted that 
a rematch is оп the cards. (UkrNews note: The World 
Boxing Council has given Lewis an ultimatum— set a 
date for a Klitschko rematch b y the end of this month, 
or forfeit the titrle.) 

“He has not made a commitment but I’ve told every- 
body in our camp to be prepared for an April or May 
fight,” said Steward. 

Klitschko said he is also gearing up to face Lewis 
again, but had heard nothing from him about a pos- 
sible rematch. 

“Right now, everything depends on Lennox Lewis. 
That’s why I’m waiting for confirmation from Lennox,” 
said the Ukrainian. 

“It’s not just me. The broadcaster is waiting, many 
boxing fans are waiting.” 

Lewis, 38, has been secretive about his future plans, 
leading to speculation that he would retire rather than 
risk another fight with Klitschko. 

The Briton was losing on all three scorecards but 
declared the winner by stoppage after the sixth round 


because Klitschko’s face was so badly cut. 

Lewis had been expected to fight Klitschko in a 
rematch last month, but backed out saying he was con- 
templating retirement and would not fight again in 
2003. 

Steward, however, believes Lewis 15 now keen for a 
rematch to make a final statement before finally hang- 
ing up his gloves. 

“Tt’s a tough way to go out with a fight like the last 
one,” said Steward. "1 think he wants to get it out of his 
way before finishing his career.” 

After plans for an initial rematch with Lewis fell 
through, Klitschko fought Kirk Johnson at Madison 
Square Garden last month, knocking him out in the 
second round. 

Lewis has only had two fights in the past 26 months, 
and would be likely to lose his WBC title if he does not 
fight by June. 

ТЕ that happened, Klitschko would fight Corrie Sand- 
ers of South Africa for the vacant title. 

Sanders knocked out Klitschko’s younger brother 
Wladimir last year. 

“My next fight will be for the world championship,” 
said Klitschko. 

“1 beat Lennox Lewis the first time and I will be ready 
to beat him the second time. If he doesn’t want to fight 
me, I will fight Corrie Sanders instead.” 


Dynamo capture Kornilenko 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv have signed the 
Belarussian international striker Sergei Kornilenko on 
a five-year contract. 

The 20-year-old forward, whose recent form earned 
him a first senior international appearance, scored 18 
goals in 30 games for FC Dinamo Minsk, making him 
the Belarussian top flight’s leading scorer. His domes- 
tic form, as well as a series of impressive displays for 
the country’s Under-21 side, brought him to the atten- 
tion of VfB Stuttgart, but Kornilenko opted to sign for 


the Ukrainian champions instead. 

Kornilenko is in line to make his Dynamo debut at 
the Commonwealth Cup in Moscow, where the Ukrai- 
nians are expected to field their reserve side. He will 
fly to Kyiv from Portugal, where he was at a pre-sea- 
son training camp with the Belarus U21 squad, who 
have qualified for the UEFA European Under-21 Cham- 
pionship. Kornilenko will link up with two other recent 
Dynamo signings, Latvia striker Maris Verpakovskis 
and Brazilian Under-20 international Kleber. 


Snow in Rovereto 


(IAAF)—Ukraine’s Sergiy Lebid respectively won the men’s races at 
the 27th edition of the Vallagarina Cross Country — EAA permit — near 
Rovereto, Italy, in snowy and cold conditions Jan. 18. 

Lebid took his second consecutive win in Vallagarina, 19 seconds ahead 
of the Italian pairing of Giuliano Battocletti and Umberto Pusterla. 

Lebid took the lead in the second lap, as he realised the initial pace set 
by Battocletti and Uganda’s Wilson Businei was too slow, and after two 
laps the four-times European Cross champion had established a 30 metres 
lead. 

Pusterla, fourth placer in Belfast last week, started conservatively in the 
first two laps, but closed the gap on the chasing group made up of Businei, 
Battocletti and Maurizio Leone. 

With two laps to go Lebid had a comfortable lead of 15 seconds over 
Battocletti, his club teammate at ‘Cover Verbania’. At the bell the 36- 
year-old Pusterla launched his attack in an attempt to clinch second place. 

Up front, Lebid increased his lead to 19 seconds, which was a gap he 
managed to keep until the finish-line. It was one of his last outings in the 
cross country season before embarking on a short indoor campaign prior 
to the World Indoor Championships in Budapest, March 5 - 7. He will 
return to cross country only at the end of March for the World Cross in 
Brussels. 

“At the Campaccio I was very tired, so I took a rest ahead of this race,” 
said Lebid. “I felt in better condition today despite the very difficult weather 
conditions, although I am used to training in these conditions back in 
Ukraine.” 

“T will train for two weeks before competing in Tourcoing in Northern 
France on Feb. 1. My last cross-country race will be the Italian Club Cross 
Country Championships in Rome. Then I will run the 3000 metres in the 
indoor meeting in Stockholm on Feb. 12, and then the Ukrainian Indoor 
Champs ahead of the World Indoors in Budapest,” confirmed Lebid. 


Dnipro look to Lysytskyi loan 


(UEFA)—FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk have signed defensive midfield 
player Vitaliy Lysytskyi on loan from FC Dynamo Kyiv. 

The 21-year-old Ukrainian international, who has won three caps for 
his country, spent last season on loan at FC Chornomorets Odesa, and will 
join Dnipro when the Ukrainian league resumes in February. Yevhen 
Kucherevskyi’s team, who meet Olympique de Marseille in the third round 
of the UEFA Cup, lie third in the Ukrainian Premier League, nine points 
behind leaders FC Shakhtar Donetsk and six adrift of Dynamo. 

Dnipro have been busy in the transfer market since the window reopened, 
signing goalkeepers Vyacheslav Kernozenko and Olexandr Согуаїпоу and 
midfield player Dmytro Semochko in addition to Lysytskyi. Young goal- 
keeper Maxim Startsev and winger Andriy Spevak, meanwhile, have joined 
FC Kryvbas Kryviy Rih. 

“We don’t want to sign a lot of players,” said Dnipro coach Yevhen 
Kucherevskyi. “We had to find a winger and that’s why we signed 
Semochko. We also needed one more midfield player, because there is a 
very hard season ahead of us, so we loaned Lysytskyi. There is no place 
for Vitaliy at Dynamo but hopefully he’ll be a good signing for us. We 
may need one more attacking player, so ГП look closely at our reserves.” 


Balloonists claimed record for lowest flight 


(Ananova)—A group of Ukrainian balloonists claim to have set the world 
record for the lowest ever balloon flight by setting off in an underground 
mining shaft. 

The specially shaped balloon had toughened sides to ensure it did not 
rip if it snagged on rocky outcrops after setting off 300 metres down the 
mining shaft at Soledar close to Donetsk. 

The balloon then flew up the mine shaft from under the earth’s surface, 
the Ukrainian daily newspaper Korrespondent reported. 

Guinness World Records spokesman Kate White said: “Its not a record 
we currently have so if the claim can be proved it has a good chance.” 
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By Tom Blackwell, National Post, Jan. 8, 2004 

A huge Ukrainian cargo plane stranded with its crew for 
months in remote Goose Bay, Labrador, may soon be head- 
ing for the auction block after a ground-breaking court deci- 
sion rejected Ukraine’s bid to reclaim the jet. 

The Federal Court of Canada ruled at the end of a 
“herculean” dispute that the aircraft’s seizure last June was 
above-board, despite complaints about the action from as high 
up as the Ukrainian President. 

The decision paves the way for a European company to 
sell the Antonov AN124 as debt payment, in what one lawyer 
calls the first successful attempt by a Western business to 
collect on a debt by targeting Ukrainian assets. 

The giant aeroplane, considerably bigger than a 747 jumbo 
jet, has sat in Goose Bay for seven months, as a succession of 
crews from Kyiv-based Antonov Design Bureau cooled their 
heels in the chilly outpost, waiting for a chance to fly the big 
bird back home. 

With that prospect now looking dim, the last group, having 
spent Christmas in Labrador, left about a week earlier, said 
an employee at the hotel where they were staying. 

“This is a pretty unique case,” said Taras Kuzio, a fellow at 
the University of Toronto’s Centre for Russian and East Eu- 
ropean Studies. “Many Ukrainians assume there is a special 
relationship between Canada and Ukraine. It’s not something 
that people expected.” 

Even Leonid Kuchma, the President, voiced dismay that 
the plane was seized in a country whose many Ukrainian 


Kroes makes new 
appointments 


(UkrNews/IIHF)—Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. on 
Jan. 7 announced the appointment of Stewart D. Gossen, 
MBA, to the position of Vice President, Business Develop- 
ment and David R. Malarchuk to the position of Controller. 

Gossen was an executive with Enbridge Inc. from 1995 to 
2003, where he held senior positions, initially as Vice Presi- 
dent, International Administration and then in 1996 as VP 
and General Manager, Venezuela. More recently he served as 
Vice President, Project Development, responsible for new 
business opportunities in LNG, energy marketing, heavy oil 
upgrading and several other areas. He has also served as Vice 
President for the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association. 

Gossen began his career in 1974 with Home Oil Company 
Limited. He earned his MBA from the University of Western 
Ontario and his Bachelor of Arts, Economics from the Uni- 
versity of Alberta. 

Kroes President Fred Callaway said: “Mr. Gossen’s cre- 
dentials and global experience in the oil and gas field are a 
perfect fit for Kroes’ development plans for the Lelyaki Field 
and new opportunities as they arise in Ukraine or other inter- 
national areas.” 

Malarchuk obtained a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration and went on to earn a Certified General Ac- 
countant designation. He has had extensive experience in 
Accounting and Administration at a senior level with Home 
Oil Company Limited and more recently as the proprietor of 
Rembrandt Resources Ltd. which provides accounting, tax 
and administrative services for small corporate clients. 

Kroes Energy is a junior oil and gas producer and explorer 
with a major oilfield redevelopment project in Ukraine, 


Ukraine’s Donbas to invest 
up to $181M in Poland 


(Polish Business Bulletin)—Ukraine’s Donbas Industrial 
Union will invest up to 673 million zlotys (US$181 million) 
in debt and equity of a Polish company as a vehicle for acqui- 
sitions in the future EU member state, a Donbas representa- 
tive said on Jan. 5, reports Reuters. 

The previous week Polish meatpacking equipment maker 
Pekpol, which had suspended operations and was to be liqui- 
dated, said it would issue up to 273 million zlotys in new 
shares and up to 400 million zlotys of bonds for Donbas. 

Donbas is bidding for steel mill Huta Stali Czestochowa, 
with an annual capacity of 0.8 million tonnes, in a privatisation 
tender for which result may be announced this week. “(The 
size of the issue) will depend on Donbas’s development and 
plans in Poland,” Donbas spokeswoman Magdalena 
Kolodziejcezyk told Reuters, adding that for the moment the 
company has no plans for acquisitions other than the 
Czestochowa mill. 

Donbas recently bought Hungary’s Dunaferr steel mill in a 
$615 million deal analysts say will give it a foothold in the 
European Union when 10 countries including Poland and 
Hungary join the trading bloc in May. 

Steel is a leading Ukrainian export industry and one of the 
stars of its lacklustre economy. Steel and metal products ac- 
count for about 37 percent of Ukraine’s exports. 

In recent years Pekpol, whose market cap is less than $2 
million, has announced various unsuccessful rescue plans 
including investments in software, mobile telephony, broad- 
casting and insurance. 
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Ukrainian plane stuck in Labrador may be sold 


Business 


immigrants have helped establish close ties between Canada 
and Ukraine, Kuzio said. 

The 69-metre-long freight carrier was impounded by the 
High Sheriff of Newfoundland and Labrador at the request of 
TMR Energy Ltd. The Cyprus-based firm had won a $60- 
million arbitration award against the Ukrainian government 
over an oil refinery contract. 

TMR had tried for the previous year to get the government 
to voluntarily abide by the arbitration, said Richard 
DesGagnes, the company’s Montreal lawyer. 

“Tn the past, there have been other attempts by creditors to 
enforce arbitration awards against the State of Ukraine or 
execute against its assets,” he said. “To our knowledge, this 
is the first time that a creditor succeeded.” 

The unusual episode stems from a chronic problem faced 
by foreign businesses that invest money in Ukraine, only to 
have it stolen in a system rife with corruption, Kuzio said. 


Ukraine appeals An-124 decision 


(UNIAN)—Jan. 16, Ukraine appealed the Federal Court 
of Canada decision to impound a “Ruslan” An-124 plane, 
says Oleksander Sovenko, director of the Antonov Aviation 
Scientific-Technical Complex press-service 

He said Ukraine has added new evidence to the appeal, but 
did not specify what this was. 


“This is the first time I’ ve heard of a company successfully 
going back to retrieve some of its money in this way,” he 
said. “What they’re basically saying is if they tried to do it 
through the Ukrainian courts, it would be a waste of time.” 

The Federal Court became involved when the Ukrainian 
govermment’s State Property Fund objected to the seizure. 
Ukraine argued that the aircraft was exempt from seizure be- 
cause it was a military plane and thus immune from Cana- 
dian civil law. 

But Mireille Tabib, the Federal Court judge, firmly rejected 
that argument, even though the Antonov was in Goose Bay to 
deliver Italian military equipment. 

“The aircraft is, in nature, no more and no less than a cargo 
aircraft,” she said. “It has not been alleged or shown that it 
has camouflage painting, that it is armoured, that it carries 
defensive weapons or features, that its communication equip- 
ment is calibrated for specific military use.” 

George Pollack, lawyer for the State Property Fund, said 

an appeal of the decision is likely, but said he could not com- 
ment further. 
If the decision is upheld, the High Sheriff would likely have 
the plane assessed, then place ads in newspapers and trade 
publications inviting private bids, said DesGagnes, the TMR 
lawyer. A similar plane was sold for $6-million three years 
ago in the Netherlands, he said. 

The Antonov AN124, which holds the Guiness World 
Record for hauling the heaviest single load by air, is a subject 
of some pride in Ukraine. 


Piracy in Goose Bay — the seizure 
of Ukraine’s Antonov An-124 


By Myroslav Petriw 

The Federal Court of Canada has ruled in favor of TMR 
Energy Ltd. in rejecting Ukraine’s bid to reclaim the jet. The 
aircraft, the world’s largest, was ferrying Italian Air Force 
equipment to Canada in accordance with a NATO contract 
when it was seized in Goose Bay several months ago by or- 
der of the High Sheriff of Newfoundland and Labrador. The 
Cyprus-based firm had won a US$42.3 million (today equiva- 
lent to C$62.3 million) arbitration award against the Ukrai- 
nian Government in the Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm 
Chamber of Commerce over alleged debt owed it by a non- 
privatized Ukrainian enterprise. This strange case of juris- 
dictional dispute begins to make sense when one realizes who 
is behind TMR Energy. 

According to Zerkalo Nedeli:” In 1992, the state-owned 
enterprise Lysychansk Oil Refinery and Swiss Marc Rich & 
Refining AG (one of the group of companies belonging to a 
notorious millionaire Mare Rich) incorporated a Joint Ven- 
ture Lysmarc. In 1993, the company was restructured (part of 
the millionaire’s assets was purchased by his partners and 
renamed into Glencore Inc.), and his share in the joint 
venture’s authorized fund was referred to a Cyprian subsid- 
iary of Rich’s holding called TMR Energy Ltd., while the 
joint venture was re-registered as Limited Liability Company 
Lysoil. The Lysychansk Oil Refinery and Lysoil concluded a 
contract on the enterprise modernization and operation, which 
was never fulfilled. Prior to privatization, in 1994, the 
Lysychansk Oil Refinery was corporatized into a Public Joint- 
Stock Company LyNOS. According to the effective legisla- 
tion, the State Property Fund was an assignee of all long- 
term investments of the enterprise under corporatization, in- 
cluding its debts and shares in the authorized fund, such as a 
50% share of the Lysychansk Oil Refinery in the Limited 
Liability Company Lysoil. In July 2000, the TNK-Ukraine 
[Tiumen Oil Company] bought 67% of the Public Joint-Stock 
Company LyNOS for USD 53 million, after which TMR 
Energy Ltd. filed a claim for USD 42.3 million with the Arbi- 
tration Institute of Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

“Tt was a multi-defendant claim against three assignees of 
the Lysychansk Oil Refinery: Public Joint-Stock Company 
LyNOS, the state of Ukraine and the State Property Fund of 
Ukraine. In the course of trial TMR Energy Ltd withdrew its 
claim against Ukraine. The LyNOS attorneys (or, rather, the 
TNK ones) managed to prove that the enterprise has nothing 
to do with the Limited Liability Company Lysoil and is not 
liable under its obligations. The State Property Fund turned 
out to be the only defendant left, and the Stockholm Court 
found the case against it proven. According to the managers 
of the State Property Fund, they lost because at that time they 
did not have qualified lawyers. 

“The fact that Marc Rich is behind the TMR Energy Ltd 
Company is also suggestive in itself. This man has very good 
connections in the White House and sponsors quite a few 
American politicians, thanks to which he has been recently 
pardoned by the US President, upon being accused of con- 
cealing USD 48 [million] from taxation, for which he could 
have been sentenced to 325 years in jail.” 

More specifically, according to Eric Margolis of the Toronto 
Sun, Mare fled to Switzerland in 1983 to escape arrest for 
massive fraud, tax evasion, and illegal arms and oil deals with 
Iran, Iraq, and Libya. [and North Korea]. 

Once on both Interpol’s and the FBI’s top ten wanted list, 


Commentary 


this New York University dropout began his career by cata- 
pulting to the top of Phillipp Brothers (now Phibro-Salomon), 
the world’s most powerful commodities trading company. 
Leaving them, he founded his own oil company, soon creat- 
ing a multi-billion dollar empire. During the time of energy 
price controls one could profit greatly by converting price- 
controlled “old oil” into open market “new oil” on the Ameri- 
can commodities market. Based in Switzerland during the 
“privatization” looting of the post-Soviet countries, as founder 
of Nordex he became the middle man or “fence” for the strip- 
ping of national wealth by ex-KGB oligarchs апа kleptocrats. 
As a dealer in oil, aluminum, grain and zinc he stuck deals 
with local party bosses to spirit these commodities to the West 
at 5 to 10% of the world price, depositing their profits in Swiss 
bank accounts. He became mentor to this new wave of East 
European billionaires. 

To buy a Presidential pardon on the last day of President 
Bill Clinton’s term cost a $1,000,000 contribution to the 
Democratic Party through his ex-wife Denise, a $450,000 
donation to the Clinton Presidential Library, $7000 in furni- 
ture for the Clintons’ new homes, and a $100,000 donation to 
the Anti-Defamation League ої the B’nai B’rith to ensure the 
influence of Abraham Foxman, its head. Clinton gave in to 
this as well as international pressure from Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Ehud Barak. Shabtai Shavit, the former chief of the 
Mossad was grateful for Marc’s “assistance” to the spy agency 
“beyond the expected”, per documents released by Rich’s 
lawyer Jack Quinn, who today works for Larry Silverstein on 
his $3.6 billion WTC insurance claim. Lewis Libby, the Marc 
Rich lawyer who recruited Quinn for Marc, is today the chief- 
of-staff for Dick Cheney. Predictably, Republican enthusi- 
asm for the house hearings on the Clinton presidential par- 
dons scandal was appropriately muted. 

The executive director of the Rich Foundation that was set 
up to launder his fortune is Avner Azulay, a former Mossad 
agent. The Mossad used Rich as a conduit for financial trans- 
fers and missions in Iran and other muslim states. It has been 
said that the Israeli government is a pawn in Rich’s game. 
The fact is, Marc Rich is a state unto himself. 

Given the extent of the tentacles of this empire, the ruling of 
the Canadian Federal Court comes as no surprise. 

The long term implications of this verdict may prove to be 
even more critical. Beyond the legal ramifications of this sei- 
zure of extra-territorial state property, this event may also 
prove damaging to Ukraine’s democratic development. By 
showing Canada as an accomplice to the worst kind of inter- 
national criminal in the plundering of Ukraine, President 
Kuchma can immeasurably improve his chances in the up- 
coming general election. The democratic, Nasha Ukrayina, 
candidate, Victor Yushchenko, may not be able to distance 
himself from the perception that he is a pawn of the same 
“West” which has now so callously insulted Ukraine’s na- 
tional honour. Yulia Tymoshenko’s earlier involvement in the 
oil industry makes her ill-suited as a viable alternative. So- 
cialist Oleksander Moroz would then become the only (albeit 
weak) alternative to Leonid Kuchma for President, — and 
the Communist Symonenko would be kingmaker. The ques- 
tion remains, was that the plan all along? 
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Capital City named one of Canada’s 
50 Best Managed Companies 


(UkrNews)—Capital City Savings and Credit Union 
Limited earned distinction as one of Canada’s 50 Best 
Managed Companies, one of the national business 
community’s most prestigious awards. 

Established in 1993, Canada’s 50 Best Managed 
Companies Program recognizes companies that have 
demonstrated exceptional ability and aptitude in all 
areas of management and best business practices. The 
program is sponsored by Deloitte & Touche Chartered 
Accountants, CIBC, National Post and Queen’s Uni- 
versity School of Business, stated Capital City in a Jan. 
12 press release. 

“We are very honoured to be recognized in the same 
company as some of Canada’s leading organizations,” 
said Capital City Savings CEO Harry Buddle. “I want 
to acknowledge the efforts of our employees, our man- 
agement team and our Directors on behalf of our mem- 
bers. We have always believed in putting members first, 
and this award validates our values and practices.” 


To be recognized as one of the 50 Best, companies 
must complete a comprehensive submission, and an 
extensive, in-depth interview process which is evalu- 
ated by an independent judging panel to assess and ex- 
amine management practices. The panel evaluates how 
companies address various business challenges such 
as new technologies, globalization, brand, leadership, 
leveraging and developing core competencies and de- 
signing the right organizations and systems to facili- 
tate growth and the new generation of people entering 
the labour market. 

Headquartered in Edmonton, Capital City Savings 
serves 138,000 members and employs 650 staff. With 
$1.8 billion in assets, Capital City Savings is the larg- 
est credit union in Alberta and the fourth largest in 
Canada. 

The Ukrainian (Edmonton) Credit Union was one of 
the founding members of Capital City, which main- 
tains a Ukrainian Community Advisory Council. 


US to provide another $1M for Chornobyl 


(United States Embassy Kyiv)—U.S. Ambassador 
John Herbst announced on Dec, 29, during a visit to 
Slavutych, that the U. S. Government will provide $1 
million in funding over the next two years to the Inter- 
national Chornobyl Center for Nuclear Safety, Radio- 
active Waste Management, and Radioecology in 
Slavutych. 

The United States and Ukraine jointly established 
the Center in 1996. The main goal of the Center is to 
become a national and international resource for nuclear 
safety and research. 

The Center conducts its main activities through its 
two laboratories — the Laboratory of Engineering Re- 
search and Technology and the International Radioecol- 
ogy Laboratory. The Center plays an important role in 
mitigating social and economic impact on the city of 


Slavutych by directly employing its residents. It em- 
ploys approximately 65 full-time personnel, and has 
additionally employed up to 100 Chornobyl nuclear 
power plant workers as contractors for specific projects. 

The U. S. Government has previously provided more 
than $12 million for infrastructure, analytical and re- 
search equipment, operations, training, communica- 
tions, marketing, and business development of the Cen- 
ter. 

The additional funding will be used for the Center to 
obtain licenses and certificates, to provide management 
and technical training, develop business and market- 
ing plans, to continue to support operations and main- 
tenance of the International Radioecology Laboratory, 
and to further promote the Center to domestic and in- 
ternational markets. 


Turkmenistan, Ukraine to sign 25- 
year gas agreement in February 


~ —~@aterfax)—Turkmenistan and Ukraine plan to sign 
a 25-year agreement for-gas-supplies in 2007-2032 
during an official visit to Turkmenistan by Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma in the first half of February, 
a source in the Turkmenistani presidential press ser- 
vice told Interfax. 

These plans were confirmed during a meeting on Jan. 
8 between Turkmenistani President Saparmurad 
Niyazov and Ukrainian Ambassador to Turkmenistan 
Vadim Chuprun. 

The press service quoted the Ukrainian diplomat as 
saying that the Ukrainian government is ready “to de- 
velop long-term partnership with Turkmenistan further, 
based on principles of equality and mutual gain.” 

Turkmenistan is a major supplier of gas to Ukraine 


and accounted for 45% of the Ukrainian gas market in 
2003. In turn, Ukraine is a large buyer of Turkmenistani 
gas. 

At the moment, under a five-year contract for 2002- 
2006, Ukraine annually receives 34 billion - 36 billion 
cubic meters of gas from Turkmenistan at US$44 per 
1,000 cubic meters. Ukraine pays for 50% of this gas 
in cash and 50% in goods and services. 

As part of this contract the Ukrainian side is imple- 
menting a number of investment projects in 
Turkmenistan, including the construction of a drain- 
age tunnel in Ashgabat, a railway bridge across the 
Amudarya River, and compressor stations on trunk gas 
pipelines. Ukrainian companies have also been directed 
to build an elite residential complex outside Ashgabat. 


Ukraine’s economy keeps improving 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)—Most of 
Ukraine’s macroeconomic indicators grew faster in 
2003 than in previous years, the Ukrainian prime 
minister’s press secretary, Taras Avrakhov, told 
UNIAN, Jan. 17, summing up economic results of 
2003. 

GDP grew by 8.5 per cent in 2003, he said. This is 
more than in 2002, 2000 and 1999. 

The tempo of industrial output growth was similar. 
It grew by 15.8 per cent last year, which is more than 
in [any of] the previous four years. Construction grew 
by 23 per cent last year, which is more than in [any of] 
the past four years. 

The production of consumer goods grew by 20.4 
per cent, which is faster than the pace of overall in- 


dustrial growth. The production of agricultural goods 
last year decreased by 10 per cent due to unfavourable 
weather conditions. In the [first] nine months of last 
year, foreign investment grew by 40 per cent. This is 
more than in similar periods in the previous years. 

For the first time in the last four years, the turnover 
of goods grew by almost 12 per cent last year. At the 
same time, passenger turnover grew by almost 8 per 
cent. 

Ukrainian exports grew by almost 28 per cent in 
2003, which is more than in [any of] the past four years. 
Budget revenues exceeded the target by 3.2 per cent, 
while all of the expenditure was funded. Wages grew 
by almost 23 per cent last year, while wage arrears 
decreased by 11 per cent. 


Oil and gas condensate production goes up 


(Interfax)—In 2003, Ukraine increased oil and gas 
condensate extraction by 6.1% versus 2002 to 3.9751m 
tones. 

In December 2003, oil and gas condensate produc- 
tion grew by 5.7% versus December 2002 to 339,700 
tonnes. 

The main oil extraction company Ukrnafta, subsid- 
iary of the national JSC Naftogaz Ukrayiny, increased 
oil and gas condensate production in December 2003 
by 6.3% to 251,600 tonnes against December 2002. 


In December 2003, UkrGazVydobuvannia company, 
another subsidiary of Naftogaz Ukrayiny, raised oil and 
gas condensate output by 0.6% to 63,9,000 tonnes. 

At the same time, last month, Chornomornaftogaz, 
whose 100% of shares are owned by Naftogaz, cut these 
products extraction by 11.4% versus December 2002 
to 7,000 tonnes. 

Other enterprises increased oil and condensate ex- 
traction by 28.3% against December 2002 to 17,230 
tonnes. 
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Poland, Ukraine sign 
pipeline accord 


(RFE/RL)—The deputy prime ministers of Poland and Ukraine signed 
an accord in Warsaw on Jan. 16 on the creation of a joint venture to extend 
the Odesa-Brody oil pipeline to Plock in northern Poland, Polish Televi- 
sion reported. 

Under the accord, the construction of a 556-kilometer extension will 
begin in the second half of 2004 and be completed in 2005. 

“This undertaking has enormous significance for the government of 
Ukraine and will positively influence cooperation with the European 
Union,” Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Andriy Klyuyev said at the 
signing ceremony, attended by his Polish counterpart Marek Pol. 

“This is a strategic step.” 

The plan for the extension has the support of the European Commis- 
sion. Ukraine built the Odesa-Brody pipeline with the intention of pump- 
ing Caspian oil to Europe. 


U. S. firm recommends 
reverse use of pipeline 


(Interfax)—The U.S. consulting company Energy Solutions LLC has 
recommended that the Ukrainian Fuel and Energy Ministry accept a pro- 
posal from Russia’s TNK-BP to use the Odesa- Brody pipeline in reverse 
for not more than three years. 

A source in the ministry told Interfax that, in its recommendation, the 
U.S. company said that the TNK-BP proposal will provide “a positive net 
monetary result for three years.” In addition, at the moment there are no 
alternative proposals for the use of the Odesa-Brody pipeline. 

The source said that the company says that the time restrictions on the 
reverse use of the pipeline are due to the fact that in three years additional 
possibilities may appear for the transportation of Caspian oil to Europe. 

He said that Energy Solutions believes that in the long-term the trans- 
portation of Caspian oil through the Odesa-Brody pipeline is the best op- 
tion for Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Fuel and Energy Ministry held a tender to prepare a fea- 
sibility study for the reverse use of the Odesa-Brody pipeline, which was 
won by Energy Solutions LLC on Oct. 20. 

The study evaluates demand on the European markets for an additional 
9 million tonnes of Russian oil, and the range of possible tariffs for trans- 
portation and transshipment at which this route will effectively compete 
with alternative routes to transport Russian oil. 


United Kingdom requests 
Ukraine to enhance 
protection of investments 


(Glavred)—The United Kingdom is interested in making further invest- 
ments in Ukraine and is requesting it to enhance protection of investments, 
the Foreign Affairs said in reference to a meeting between Foreign Minis- 
ter Kostiantyn Hryschenko and British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, Jan. 
2), 

“Straw noted the interest of Britain, one of the largest investors in 
Ukraine, in further development of cooperation in the investment sphere 
and provision by Ukraine of reliable protection of British investments,” 
the statement reads. Hryschenko and Straw also discussed the prospects 
for cooperation in bilateral and multilateral formats noting the need for 
broadening the legal treaty basis of bilateral relations. 

The ministers devoted special attention to Ukraine’s integration to the 
European Union and NATO. According to earlier reports, in the course of 
his visit Hryschenko also planned to meet with chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the UK House of Commons Donald Anderson and 
other officials. 


Business Briefs 


Industrial growth 15.8% 

(RFE/RL)—The State Statistics Committee has announced that industrial 
production in Ukraine grew by 15.8 percent in 2003, including an annual- 
ized 18.4 percent in December, Interfax reported on Jan. 10. Ukraine’s 
industrial output increased by 12.4 percent in 2000, 14.2 percent in 2001, 
and 7 percent in 2002. 


FATF mission starts working in Kyiv 
(Interfax-Ukraine)—Jan. 19 an evaluating mission of the Financial Ac- 
tion Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF) started its work in Kyiv. 
The mission will study the implementation of the legislation in the sphere 
of war on money laundering and activity of the Ukrainian state bodies in 
the sphere, the press service of Ukraine’s First Vice Premier, Finance Min- 
ister Mykola Azarov reported. 


Oil shipments stuck 

(Interfax-Ukraine)—On account of poor weather conditions in the 
Bosphorus and Dardanel straits, which in turn has caused the Turkish au- 
thorities on Jan. 14 to restrict the passage of ships, more than 370,000 
tonnes of oil products moving from Russia to Europe through the port of 
Odesa have been bottlenecked. 


Ву Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—In her annual report to the Verkhovna Rada in 
April 2003, Ombudswoman Nina Karpachova told lawmak- 
ers that journalism remains among the most dangerous pro- 
fessions in Ukraine, with 36 media employees having been 
killed over the past decade. 

Sadly, 2003 added three more names to this grim statistic: 
Volodymyr Yefremov, Volodymyr Kucheryav, and Volodymyr 
Karachevtsev. Yefremov died in a suspicious car crash; 
Kucheryav was reportedly shot to death by a close acquain- 
tance and business partner; and Karachevtsev was found 
hanged in his home. All three deaths have left many unan- 
swered questions. 

Another Ukrainian-born journalist — Reuters camera op- 
erator Taras Protsyuk — was killed in Baghdad in April 2003 
when the hotel where he was staying was shelled by a U.S. 
tank. 

The Mass Information Institute (IMI), a Kyiv-based NGO 
studying Ukraine’s media, reported recently some statistical 
data relating to violations of the freedom of speech in the 
country in 2003 (http://www.imi.org.ua). According to the 
IMI, 42 Ukrainian journalists were attacked or intimidated 
otherwise in 2003 (the relevant figure in 2002 was 23). More- 
over, 38 Ukrainian media outlets told the IMI that they or 
their employees were subject to political, economic, or “indi- 
rect’ pressure by authorities last year (30 media outlets com- 
plained about this in 2002). 

“Indirect pressure — something that is very difficult to 
prove unambiguously [in court] — remains the primary 
method for putting into the yoke those very few [media out- 
lets] that have not yet stood under the banner of the party of 
power,” the IMI concluded. “Numerous reports from the prov- 
inces testify to the fact that it is problematic [for the media] 
not only to support the opposition...but also to avoid working 
for the official authorities.” 

As before, defamation suits against media outlets and jour- 
nalists, with demands of high financial compensations “for 
libel, inflicting moral and material harm or damage to busi- 
ness reputation” of claimants, were a fairly common occur- 
rence in Ukraine (46 suits in 2003, compared to 38 in 2002). 
“The only positive fact was that none of the defamation suits 
[in 2003] has led, as it happened earlier, to the closure of a 
media outlet,” the IMI commented. 

The use of “temnyky” (the word means “themes of the 
week” in Ukrainian journalistic lingo) is one of the most 
alarming methods of state interference in the media sphere in 
Ukraine. Temnyky are unsigned secret instructions that are 
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Kuchma апа the media looking to 2004 ‘with fear’ 


regularly sent by the presidential administration to major state- 
controlled and private media outlets (primarily television and 
radio channels) to tell journalists on what issues they are to 
report during a particular week and in what manner. 

The temnyky issue became public in the second half of 
2002, when Verkhovna Rada Freedom of Speech and Infor- 
mation Committee Chairman Mykola Tomenko revealed their 
existence and they became a subject of parliamentary debate. 

“In fact, television news coverage in Ukraine is made by 
remote control,” journalist Andriy Shevchenko told the 
Verkhovna Rada in December 2002. “Someone else, not jour- 
nalists, edits news programs, shoots and disseminates vid- 
eos, writes texts, and selects comments by governors, which 
are subsequently sent to all channels. Let us admit honestly: 
instead of news coverage, Ukraine gets lies. Because every 
half-truth is a lie, and there should be no illusions about that.” 

According to a report released by the U.S.-based NGO Free- 
dom House in October 2003 on the media situation in Ukraine 
in the run-up to the 2004 presidential election, the practice of 
issuing temnyky has not abated since it was exposed. An in- 
direct confirmation of this practice was a week-long study of 
news programs on Ukraine’s five major television channels 
— UT1, 1+1, Inter, STB, and New Channel — conducted in 
November by the Ukrainian NGO Academy of Ukrainian 
Press (AUP). The AUP confirmed “a tendency among lead- 
ing television channels to present a single agenda for daily 
news broadcasts and a highly similar interpretation of politi- 
cal events,” Interfax reported on Dec. 5, 2003. 

The case of slain Internet journalist Heorhiy Gongadze is 
an important litmus test for the Ukrainian authorities’ inten- 
tion to deal fairly with grave allegations implicating former 
and present top-ranking Ukrainian officials, including Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma. The Gongadze case certainly appears 
to have been a political murder carried out to stifle one of the 
government’s fiercest critics in the media. Gongadze’s head- 
less corpse was found near Kyiv in November 2000. The same 
month, Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz made public 
a tape allegedly made by former presidential bodyguard 
Mykola Melnychenko in Kuchma’s office, on which the 
Ukrainian president appears to urge some state officials to 
get rid of Gongadze. No apparent progress has been made in 
unraveling the mystery of this murder. 

In September, former Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav 
Piskun announced that his colleagues have concluded their 
investigations of several high-profile criminal cases, includ- 
ing the Gongadze murder. Piskun said prosecutors have placed 
three suspects in the Gongadze case on a search list, but de- 
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clined to reveal their names. Within months, Kuchma fired 
Piskun, charging him with misusing budgetary funds and tak- 
ing advantage of his position for personal gain. The new pros- 
ecutor-general, Hennadiy Vasilyev, said Piskun’s announce- 
ment was unfounded. Investigators, Vasilyev said, have not 
solved the Gongadze case and have no suspects. 

The state-controlled media in Ukraine — primarily Ukrai- 
nian Television and Ukrainian Radio — play a dominant role 
in terms of propagandistic influence on the public. Thus, the 
situation closely resembles the one in Belarus. However, in 
contrast to Belarus, Ukraine also has a significant private- 
media market, which includes not only newspapers, but also 
influential television and radio channels. As a result, it is pos- 
sible to say that there is some pluralism in the media sphere 
in Ukraine. 

This pluralism, however, does not mean that the Ukrainian 
public is well served in terms of the objectivity and impar- 
tiality of reporting. Many studies of the Ukrainian media have 
found that media outlets are extremely partisan in their re- 
porting, particularly during election campaigns, and routinely 
provide positive coverage of political allies of media owners 
while simultaneously smearing their opponents. 

There have been no essential changes in the ownership of 
major media outlets in Ukraine last year. Most influential pri- 
vate radio, television channels, and newspapers are owned or 
controlled by oligarchs and oligarchic clans supporting the 
government and/or Kuchma. Such a situation certainly handi- 
caps the Ukrainian opposition — Our Ukraine, the Socialist 
Party, and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc — in this year’s presi- 
dential campaign, as none of these three forces is known to 
wield influence with any significant television or radio sta- 
tion. 

On the other hand, a presidential candidate or candidates 
from the party of power will likely enjoy massive support not 
only from the state-controlled Ukrainian Television and Ukrai- 
nian Radio, but also from the oligarchic television channels: 
STB, New Channel, ICTV (controlled by Kuchma’s son-in- 
law, Viktor Pinchuk); Inter, TET, Enter (Viktor Medvedchuk, 
Нгупогіу Surkis); 1+1 (Oleksandr Volkov). 

No one should expect that there will be equal conditions 
for all presidential candidates to transmit their electoral mes- 
sage to voters. “I’m looking to next year with fear. Every- 
body agrees that the [2004] election will be the scariest and 
dirtiest ever,’ Kuchma told journalists in December 2003. 
There is not the slightest doubt that the Ukrainian media will 
make an enormous contribution to substantialing Kuchma’s 
apprehension. 
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